GARDEN ROUTE MOTOR CLUB

TORQUE FOR DECEMBER 2015

FUTURE EVENTS – 2016




Regular Breakfast Runs are held on the last Sunday of each month
Meeting places – KNYSNA – The Quays at the Waterfront at the end of Grey Street
SEDGEFIELD – Engen 1 Stop

Convenors:
Trevor Cooper – trevcooper@gmail.com – 044 3823322 / 0825766104
Peter Pretorius – peterp@afrihost.co.za – 044 5335114 / 0823214724
Bruce Henderson – brucejhenderson@gmail.com – 044 3821989 / 0825687976

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2016

Date

Host Club

JAN
12th Tuesday

MG

17th Sunday

GRMC

31st Sunday

MG

Quays Start

Convenor

Sundowner picnic – Brenton on
Sea

16h00

TC

New member Braai @
Plett Angling Club

GRMC Committee &
new members.

PP

Breakfast Run Zucchini Rest.
Timber Village

09h00

TC

Events

FEB
7th Sunday

MG

Glentana Bring & Braai
special event

10h00

13/14 Sat /
Sun

GRMC /
MG

George Old Car Show

07h30

PP

28th Sunday

MG

Breakfast Run Sao Concalo
- Plett

09h00

TC

MG

MG AGM – Angling Club

18h00 – MG ONLY

GRMC

Pensioners Brunch Enrico’s

11h00

20th Sunday

GRMC

Belgium car tour visit

20th Sunday

MG

Breakfast run Zucchini Rest

09h00

27th Sunday

MG

Bonnets up - Waterfront

08h00 - MG ONLY

APRIL
10th Sunday

MG

Pepperboom Rest. Groot Brak
River

10h00

MARCH
1st Tuesday
16th

PP

Wednesday

PP
TC

TC

13th
Wednesday

GRMC

17 Sun -19
Tues

MG

th

24 Sunday

MG

Plett Wine Tour / tasting / lunch

TBA

Brian Davidson’s T-Type tour

MG ONLY

Breakfast Run -Sao Concalo’s
Plett

09h00

PP

TC

MAY
1st Sunday

GRMC

6/7/8 Fri Sun
14-15
Sat/Sun
29th Sunday

Knysna Motor Show

PP

MG

Jaguar Simola Hill Climb

BH

GRMC

Last Night of the Proms

PP

MG

JUNE
5-10th Sun Fri

Breakfast Run – Zucchini Rest.

09h00

Austin Healey National Midlands
Tour

TC

A/H

12th Sunday

MG

Braai @ Jubilee Creek

09h00

TC

26th Sunday

MG

Breakfast Run – Sao Concalo’s

09h00

TC

17 Sunday

GRMC

Storms River Passes – lunch at
Tsitsikamma

09:30

PP

31st Sunday

MG

Breakfast Run- Zucchini Rest

09h00

TC

Braai – Plett Angling Club

10:00

PP

Breakfast Run – Sao Cocalo’s

09h00

TC

JULY
th

AUGUST
14th
Sunday
28th Sunday

SEPT
11th Sunday
24th Saturday
25th Sunday
OCT
11- 13th
TuesdayThurs

GRMC
MG

GRMC
MG

MG

GRMC

AGM
National Model Planes Oudtshoorn
Breakfast Run – Zucchini Rest.

Technical tour to PE

GRMC members
only
TC
09h00

TC

PP

30th Sunday

MG

NOV
20th Sunday

GRMC

27th Sunday

MG

Breakfast Run – Zucchini Rest

09h00

Friday

MG

Prawn Braai

MG members only

Friday

MG

Street Braai – Bodges/ NF / BB

Breakfast Run – Sao Cocalo’s
Plett

09h00

Xmas party

TC

PP
TC

DEC

CHAIRMANS CHIRP
Here we are already in December and 2015 is almost something of the past. I am not sure if it is just
me, but 2015 has just flown by like a whirl-wind!!! .. All the GRMC formalities and events have been
wrapped up for the year. It has no doubt been a very full year of events enjoyed by all who
participated. The highlights of the year that stand out for me are the Knysna Motor Show held in
May, and the Winelands and Whales tour to the Western Cape in October. Both events were
extremely successful . Working for almost 5 months on the Knysna Motor Show we turned out the
best motor show staged to date. Many accolades were received, placing us now among the top
motor shows in SA. It certainly will be difficult to surpass in 2016!!. Through meticulous planning
and organising, a very successful tour was enjoyed by the group of 39 who participated. I will
broaden on this further in the newsletter.
I would also like to thank Bruce Henderson and his MGSCC team for the fine mix of events to which
GRMC members were invited. To Peter Hollis who looks after the GRMC website, many thanks for
his effort . During the year a GRMC Facebook was launched under the guidance of Allan Waterston
and thanks to him for this and placing updates on Facebook. Lastly thanks to the GRMC committee
and members who have again contributed to another successful year for the club.
NB - With the loss of Christine, it was necessary to immediately find a suitable replacement to
ensure that we have uninterrupted communication with our members as well as have a central
contact point. It is with great pleasure that I advise, that a suitable person and someone that is very
interested in classic cars, and is also familiar to most of our members has been appointed. Her
details are :
Sylvia Harvey
E-mail - sylvia.vintagerose@gmail.com
Cell no – 082 958 2498
Responsibilities -- Newsletter ( Torque ) and membership communication / contact.

It will greatly be appreciated if you can continue to provide her with info and snippets of information
to enhance the monthly newsletter – appreciated .
We thank Sylvia for accepting and look forward to her support and creativity in the future months.
Finally may I wish you all a relaxed and enjoyable festive season, a very merry Xmas and may 2016
be a great year for us Petrolheads !! . Please drive safely and enjoy your family / friends over the
festive period. I look forward to all of your participation in 2016 and let’s make it another bumper
year.
“Keep driving topless “
OBITUARY
We are still in the process of recovering from Graham Yendall’s sudden death and GRMC was dealt a
further blow with the unexpected death of Christine Finlay at the end of October . She was such a
special person and for many years devoted herself to attending to GRMC matters. In spite of her
handicap nothing was impossible or too much trouble. I feel privileged to have worked with her and
the club has certainly been left with a great void. I received the below listed letter from Christine’s
sister and it really puts her life and determination into perspective;

Dear Peter,
Many thanks for your kind words regarding Christine's death.
Her death came as a great shock to her family as well, because she had always seemed
invincible, bouncing back from any illnesses that she had, ready to face any further
challenges that life might offer. She had been sick the week before so I had come down to
Knysna for the week-end before she died. I left on the Sunday and she was really much,
much better. In fact she sent me a sms on the Monday morning to say that she was now 95%
well again but sadly by Tuesday morning she had died - I can still hardly believe it.
We had an arrangement whereby she had to sms me every morning to tell me that everything
was in order. When I did not get a message on the Tuesday morning I tried to phone her on
her cell phone and on the landline but to no avail. I then managed to get hold of other people
in Knysna who could assist and tell me what was going on. Eventually her doctor phoned me
with the bad news.
However it would seem that she died very peacefully in the home that she loved, which is
very comforting. She had eventually reached the conclusion that the house had to be sold
because it was impossible to maintain both the building and the grounds. It would have been
a great upheaval for her to have had to move elsewhere after decades in the same place,
which was full of happy memories.
As a family, we salute her for all that she achieved in her life. My parents were told that she
would never be able to walk but she went on to do not only this, but have a good job, drive a
car, travel and have lots of fun. My generation of friends always remembers her from the
discos/sessions of our youth, usually held at the Leisure Island Hotel, Henties Botel, the
Yacht Club or the Moth Hall - most of which do not exist any longer! She would invariably

be collecting the entrance fee and stamping people's hands to show that they had paid. In this
way she made many friends from far and wide.
She loved the car club and really loved her computer so it was a very good outlet for her and
we thank many of you for your kindness to her, visiting her and sometimes fetching her for
GRMC functions, which she really enjoyed.
Very many thanks to all the GRMC members who sent messages of condolence and
especially to those who attended the funeral service - and a special word of thanks to those
who came in their classic cars - it was impressive.
We shall continue to miss her, especially the younger generation of nieces and nephews to
whom she was very generous, always gave sage advice and who all enjoyed her fantastic
sense of humour.
Kind regards and best wishes to all GRMC members,
Meg Henderson

GRMC WINELANDS & WHALES TOUR 2015
A group of 37 GRMC & MGSCCC members departed on October 11 to tour the most beautiful part of
SA over a 6 day period. The route took us along the N2 coastal route , over the Tradouw Pass ,
Barrydale , Robertson , The Franschoek pass , Hells Hoogte to Stellenbosch where we stayed for
three nights exploring the surrounding areas . The group then moved on to Gordons Bay, Hermanus
to Gansbaai where we spent two nights. All in all it was a very successful tour and thoroughly
enjoyed by the group . The tour included fantastic places visited, interesting roads and great food .
Those of you who took part in can certainly attest to the fact that these tours and activities are
always well worth the effort of getting your car out and really and actually quite a lot of fun!!!. So to
those of you out there, that do not participate, think about doing the next activity and come and join
us!!!
To give some insight of the tour, please find below comments received from members who
participated in the tour:
Franschoek Motor Museum by Peter and June Turner.
Our first visit on Monday morning was to the Franschoek Motor Museum (“FMM”). We arrived early
and parked our vehicles in the parking area, some of us thought Brian Bruce had blown his engine as
he revved it to clear excess fuel and switched off the engine. There was a loud bang and smoke
filtered up from the engine compartment. No problem said Brian “just clearing the excess fuel after
being in traffic”. That is what one does when one drives a Shelby Daytona.
Most of the ladies left the boys and went to the home of Anthonij Rubert on the L’Ormarins Estate
where they admired the home and gardens and enjoyed a cup of coffee.

The boys and two “honorary boys” split into two groups, the one visiting the museum and the other
going to the workshop, the groups changed over after some time. In the workshop the first group
got to see how things are done, as nimble Lionel Hewitt had the front right wheel of his Austin
Healey jacked up, removed the road wheel with a rubber mallet and a piece of wood, and went
about removing a broken split pin so that he could tighten the nut of the wheel bearings, after
borrowing a socket from the well-equipped workshop.

The rest of us were shown the projects in the workshop, with particular attention to a circa 1960
Mazerati which is to be driven by Lorenzo, our guide, in January 2016. He gave us some background
into the restoration of the engine which has the block and the head cast as one piece and the
intricacies of replacing valves and valve guides, along with the double plate clutch, an interesting
piece of engineering for that time.

As usual there were some magnificent vehicles in the museum which we all enjoyed viewing.

Franschoek Pass Winery
One of the highlights of the tour must include our visit to Franschoek Pass Winery. Here we met Nick
Davies who shared with us some insights to making Morena, MCC (“Methode Cap Classique”) wine.
From his “Villa” overlooking the Franschoek valley one could easily have mistaken your location for a
Chateau in France or a magnificent Villa in Italy.

We learned about the fermentation process, autolysis (lees aging), riddling (getting the yeast to the
neck of the bottle), disgorgement (getting the sediment out of the bottle), the dosage (the addition
of a mixture to determine the ultimate sweetness of the wine) and lastly, we learned what great
MCC Nick produces – we got to taste three of his MCC wines, they were great!

Visit to Babylonstoren Gardens/Farm. By Jenni Parfett.
We were fortunate enough to have Babylonstoren farm included in our wonderful Car Club tour
of Whales & Wine in October.....
Babylontoren is always, for me, quite overwhelming, the scale of the farm, the planning, the layout
and of course all the wonderful plants....so here follows a brief history of Babylonstoren.
Gundela the 'garden fairy', (who does the conducted tours) concentrates her talk and walkabout
more on the plant life..... of course, our minds and eyes tend to wander as we are taken aback by the
sheer beauty of it all, and historical facts sort of drift over (not into!) one's head!!!......just saying!

*Babylonstoren covers eight acres and is formal in structure, it was inspired by the Company Gardens
of the Cape, where for centuries ships would replenish with sweet water and vegetables....The
gardens have over 300 varieties of plants (did you count them???) all edible and biologically
grown!....The garden is divided into fifteen clusters spanning vegetables, berries, bees,
indigenous plants, ducks and chickens and includes a prickly pear maze.....the garden is fed by
waterways from a stream, as was done 300 years ago.....the walks in the garden span over three
kilometres.....There are over 7,000 clivia plants......
*(info. courtesy Babylonstoren website).

We had cool weather on the day we visited, which of course, is wonderful for photographs as the
colours of the plants aren't bleached out by the bright sunshine!....I think the highlight of the tour was
the clivia garden....thousands upon thousands of them, with quite a large number still in bloom..
Since my last visit there, two years ago, a beautiful sheltered walkway has been built housing very
rare specimens of clivia...

.The vegetable areas are amazing, with huge big fat cabbages, et al...guarded by
carefully cultivated and pruned low pear tree 'espalier's' (trees or shrubs trained to grow against a wall
or trellis) ....

One of my personal favourites is the way beautiful 'weeds' have been planted in between the rows of
fruit tree's...with chickens pecking away happily between the plants...very idyllic scenery....the lovely
water troughs, complete with water lilies, with the sky mirrored on the water, are Monet paintings in
the making....such thoughtfulness and beauty all created in one garden!
How fortunate we are to have landowners who take such care in creating beautiful gardens like
this on their farms!! I think we all thoroughly enjoyed the visit to Babylonstoren.....and once again, a
big thank you to the Turners and Peter for organizing this super tour......

VISIT TO KLEINOOD WINE & OLIVE TASTING. BY LESLEY PATON.
Herewith a short summary of our visit to Kleinood during the Wineries and Whales GRMC tour.
Kleinood wine and olive farm is situated in the Blaauwklippen valley on the slopes of the Helderberg
mountains outside Stellenbosch. As the name suggests it is a little gem of a place, with only 10
hectares under vines and two hectares of olive trees.
Our group was warmly welcomed to the farm where we had a wine tasting of their Tamboerskloof
Rose Syrah on the banks of a small dam and admired the gorgeous gardens.

Kleinood prides itself on its eco-friendly approach to farming with homemade compost, no
pesticides and ducks to keep down the pesky snails. The vines are protected from mealy bug and
other pests by colonies of ladybirds and wasps which arrive as eggs and hatch out in the vineyards .
Our group had a tour of the winery followed by an olive oil tasting.

We were seated at a long table with samples of the De Boerin olive oil, bread for dipping and slices
of apple for cleansing the palate.

The olive oil is named after Annetjie Boom, the wife of Jan van Riebeeck’s gardener, Hendrik Boom.
She was the first innkeeper in the Cape Colony and called Annetjie de Boerin by the burghers.
The olive oil had a distinct peppery, grassy taste and of the two samples one was more peppery than
the other but not at all unpleasant.
We enjoyed an interesting talk on the varieties of olives used and the method of making extra virgin
olive oil.

All in all a most enjoyable visit to a farm with a difference.
VISIT TO THE HAROLD PORTER BOTANICAL GARDENS. BY PAM STUART & LYN MADELEY.

So sorry getting to you so late. I really enjoyed Harold Porter, I was truly impressed that
there can be so much colour - loved all the fynbos.
Would love to do a trail there and found the garden to be a very relaxing place.
I even managed to buy a couple of plants at the little Nursery!!!
Thanks again for a fantastic trip, glad you are feeling better. When do you go on your
Morgan Trip.
Love Pam xxx

“We left Stellenbosch after breakfast for our next stop Gansbaai and stopped along the way
at the Red Disa Restaurant at the Harold Porter Botanical Gardens. The weather had turned
cold and rainy so I think most of us opted for some hot coffee before heading out into the
beautiful indigenous gardens. I know I took lots of photos of types of protea I had not seen
before and thoroughly enjoyed not only some exercise walking round, but loved the layouts
of the gardens and the plantings. Another great place to visit if you are in this part of the
country.”
VISIT TO GANSBAAI AND SURROUNDING AREAS. BY BUNNY MENTZ.
We were fortunate enough to have been part of the recent wonderfully choreographed
Winelands and Whales Tour.
We reckon it was our favourite tour to date, and GANSBAAI was a particularly charming
destination.
We arrived late afternoon on Wednesday 14th at our base, the Saxon Lodge, overlooking the
harbour.

As it wasn't large enough for all of us, some of the group were housed in nearby B&Bs. We
would totally recommend Saxon Lodge, because of its charming and
obliging owners Caren and Dave, its homely comfort and lack of formality.

Gansbaai thrives because of its whale watching and shark diving tourists.
A fun dinner was enjoyed by all at the Blue Goose, which we had all to ourselves and just as
well, given the decibel count, which rose to alarming levels as the evening progressed! We
even managed to swig back some of owner's dreadful home-distilled liqueur - thinking it was
on the house (mistake!). Had we been fewer sheets to the wind, we would have taken it home
to use as brake fluid for the TD!
The next day we all breakfasted at Saxon Lodge, followed by a photo-shoot at the harbour.

Then on to the small museum in Franskraal, which is quaint. After that off to the Penguin
Rescue Centre. Following an informative and disturbing talk on the tragic plight of our local
penguins by the enthusiastic staff, our Chairman presented them with the Club's donation
towards funding their excellent work. (The Dyer Island Conservation Trust).

The majority of our Club's donation was derived from fines levied by Bunny, who had been
on to everyone's misdemeanours and transgressions from the start!
He also planted a tree commemorating our visit.

Our final lunch in the area was at Cafe on the Rocks in Die Kelders. This yielded yet another
"WOW!" moment when an obliging pod of whales sailed past our table, on cue, seemingly
just metres from the shore!

Then a leisurely final afternoon took many forms. Bunny's (and we suspect several others)
consisted of a spot of Egyptian PT. Jan took an extended walk around the town and observed
quirky pieces of artwork (that pair of mannequin legs about to disappear down someone's
chimney!) and found it to be a clean, orderly little town with a choice of restaurants and
places of interest to explore nearby.
With tangible relief that fining was over, all we senior petrolhead hooligans gave it one final
tonk at an excellent braai at Saxon Lodge. Brian Madeley thanked and toasted Peter Pretorius
for the huge effort he put into planning and managing every aspect of this tour. Bunny then
presented Peter Pretorius, and June and Peter Turner' with small tokens of the gratitude of all
of us, the whip-around for which was organised by Duncan Paton. The general bedtime bar
was raised to a staggering 10pm! Having fun can be such tiring work!
Friday morning and another great breakfast after which we said our goodbyes to all our pals
as we were heading to Hout Bay to spend a few days with our kids before returning to
Knysna.
Good food aplenty! Good wine aplenty! Good fellowship aplenty! Classic cars aplenty! ARE
WE FORTUNATE, OR WHAT?
-- Bunny and Jan Mentz
RESTAURANTS VISITED BY MEG GERBER.
Diesel & Cream - Sunday lunch
Unfortunately we arrived in Barrydale as the group was getting ready to leave due to our
breakdown at the Garden of Eden. We were however made to feel very welcome by the owner who
took a picture of us and the `Triumph'. It is a very interesting restaurant full of regalia from yester
year. Our choice of old school chicken pie was delicious, and the menu had a number of interesting
items. This is definitely a worthwhile stop for anyone passing through Barrydale.
Protea Hotel buffet – Sunday Supper
After a long drive it was very convenient to have a buffet supper at the hotel. It offered a good table
of seafood starters and for mains there were a variety of meat dishes including roasts, stews, and
curry. Desserts? - not sure because to avoid temptation we didn't even look!

Cafe Bon Bon - Monday lunch
After a wonderful MCC tasting at Franschoek Pass Winery we dropped into the valley and drove to
La Petite Dauphine. Lunch was served under the oaks which was beautiful, and the chicken salad
that we had was excellent and we thoroughly enjoyed a bottle of the Estate sauvignon blanc.

La Pineta - Monday dinner
The ambiance and decor of this restaurant was not good and we were unable to decide whether the
renovations were still in progress or whether they were in fact complete. It definitely needs some
attention to detail but luckily the chicken livers and Line fish basil were very tasty. It took some time
but we managed to draw a smile from the bearded maitre'd by the end of the evening!

Boschendal - Tuesday lunch
This was a beautiful setting under the trees with our classic cars neatly parked as part of the back
drop. Fires were lit for warmth, and as drizzle threatened to spoil the afternoon petrol heads rushed
to put up the soft tops and protect their cars. The fare on offer was either chicken pie, deli burger or
kale & bacon quiche, all of which were delicious. The rain was unable to dampen the spirit of the
occasion and as usual the Boschendal wines were excellent.

96 Winery Rd - Tuesday dinner
This was a rainy evening and the fires in the restaurant were lit creating an excellent and cosy
ambiance. The meal was excellent and the only thing we missed was 'skip' who succumbed to his
bronchitis and 'flu' and unfortunately missed the evening. He was sorely missed by all.

Harbour Rock Restaurant in Hermanus - Wednesday lunch
This was a beautiful setting overlooking the busy Hermanus harbour, with a few distant sightings of
whales. Excellent seafood dishes as well as other options were available. A wonderful lunch
destination.
The Blue Goose Restaurant in Gansbaai – Wednesday dinner
This was a very quaint restaurant which once again offered us an excellent dinner. Two thirds of the
group were on the lower deck while the other third had a hell of a party on the upper deck - you
know who you are! The evening was concluded once again by Bunny Mentz with his very unfair
allocation of fines!

Coffee on the Rocks - Thursday lunch
Wow! what a setting! Here we enjoyed the most fantastic sightings of whales only 150 metres
away. An experience not to be forgotten quickly! The food came second to the whale experience.

Saxon Lodge braai - Thursday supper
This was a really pleasant evening and Dave and Caron set up a wonderful spread for our final
evening. Lots of wine was consumed and the meal was enjoyed by all.
In conclusion we can only say that the choice of restaurants and meals was excellent and our thanks
go to the organisers of a wonderful tour.

XMAS DONATION.
A small surplus resulted from the Winelands and Whales Tour and the participating group
agreed that this should be given to the needy as a Christmas gift. Vermont Old Age Home
was selected and after meeting with them a wish list was provided of their needs. See the
photos below.

PLETT ANGLING CLUB BRAAI HELD ON NOV 22.
What a great event enjoyed by 60 plus members!!! Lots of fun, laughter, great fellowship,
food aplenty, drink aplenty and a beautiful venue. If you missed this event please don’t miss
it in 2016!!....See photos below.

GRMC XMAS LUNCH HELD ON NOV 28
This year we deviated from the traditional fancy dress dinner dance held at Simola Hotel
and changed the event to a Xmas lunch. The venue was the highly rated restaurant ZINZI
with its beautiful green lawns, garden and forest surroundings. The venue was further
enhanced with all of our classic cars parked on the lawns. We had a fantastic response with
65 petrol heads attending the lunch and the restaurant filled to capacity. Based on
comments received everybody had a great time and enjoyed the change to a lunch. The
food, drinks and service could not be faulted and ZINZI can be highly recommended if you
would like to take family/friends out for a special occasion. During the course of lunch
several lucky draws took place and we thank the following restaurants for their generosity:Zinzi, The Fat Fish, Enrico, Sao Gocalo’s, Ghillies in Plett and East Head Café in Knysna. I am
sure that the lucky winners will have a fabulous meal at these establishments.

MORGAN CLUB TOUR - NOV 8 - 14
Myself and two other club members - Mike & Alice Barber and John & Candy Fraser, joined the “
Little Karroo Caper tour” . In total the group consisted of 35 people travelling in 16 Morgans .
Included in the group were 7 Swiss in 4 Morgans . They shipped their cars out and joined our tour
before visiting the Eastern Cape and Garden Route. .

The route took us from Mossel Bay, to Calitzdorp , Oudtshoorn and ending in Prince Albert.
Interesting Places, activities , good food / drinks and fellowship were enjoyed by the group. John
Fraser and myself were jointly awarded the “ Spirit of the Tour Award “ . The participants felt John
and myself deserved the award -- not sure if it was for our bad behaviour !!!!. It was a great tour
very well organised and thoroughly enjoyed . As the Morgan is such a unique car they certainly drew
a lot of attention where ever we went. See some photos below.

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Mike Griffiths
Sylvia Harvey
Phillipa Jarman
Laurie Smart
John Melton
Chris Rist
Dennis Dunlop
Johan van Zyl
Don Steenkamp
Pierre Cronje
Bernard King
Sheridan Renfield
Alex du Plessis
Charles van Niekerk

7 Dec
9 Dec
10 Dec
14 Dec
16 Dec
16 Dec
17 Dec
17 Dec
20 Dec
21 Dec
21 Dec
23 Dec
26 Dec
26 Dec

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Frans Gerber
Bob Hunt
Richie Jute
Stuart Lottering
Lionel Hewitt
Paul Dugmore
Brian Gibson
Michael Hornby
Ron Hollis
Paul Fella
Mike Bird

1 Jan
5 Jan
7 Jan
7 Jan
8 Jan
8 Jan
12 Jan
12 Jan
20 Jan
21 Jan
25 Jan

Our Website address is
www.grmc.co.za
To get on to our Facebook page Google Facebook and go to “gardenroutemc”

CONTACTS
Peter
Pretorius
Duncan Miller
Alistair Gibb
Sheridan
Renfield
Ann Griffiths

Cedric Parker

Sylvia Harvey

Chairman/Knysna
Motor Show Organiser
Treasurer
Motor Show/Hillclimb liaison
Dating Officer
Membership database
/SAVVA
membership
Secretary/SAVVA
liaison/Motor Show
Newsletter/Member
Communications

082 321 4724

peterp@afrihost.co.za

082 557 1930
083 376 1066
044 343 2047

dunclare@telkomsa.net
gibbae@mweb.co.za
sedgecars@gmail.com

079 716 3132

anngriffiths@iafrica.com

082 907 2799

aparker@iafrica.com

082 958 2498

sylvia.vintagerose@gmail.com

PLEASE TAKE NOTE:
Anyone intending to visit Nature’s Valley via the Grootrivier Pass on the western side is recommended to
approach Nature’s Valley with extreme caution. About half way down the pass the retaining wall is sinking toward
the river and virtually left the tar road being supported by the compacted base which was put down when the
pass was repaired several years ago. The situation will get worse because long after rains have fallen water is
still running across the road and into the cavity. Logically speaking this will eventually erode any support
completely. This is going to require major repair work so the general feeling is that we are not going to see any
repair work done. However, the NVTA is pushing for suitable and timeous warning boards. At this point there is
only one of those black and yellow chevron stands indicating to spot. Also further down you will see signs of the
road subsiding which are also cause for concern but not the same magnitude as the first potential disaster. My
humble opinion is that if a truck or car should just clip the edge of the tar it will collapse and the vehicle will most
like sustain extensive damage or worse scenario roll. At this time the cavity is more than a meter deep for about a
20-25m stretch.

The daughter asks her Dad, "Dad there is something that my boyfriend said to me,
that I didn't understand. You know he is into cars, but I don't talk in car parts. He
said that I have a beautiful chassis, lovely airbags and a fantastic bumper.”
Her Dad replied, "You tell your boyfriend that if he opens your hood and tries to
check your oil with his dipstick, I will tighten his nuts so hard that his headlights
will pop out and he will start leaking out of his exhaust pipe.

