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Convenors:
Peter Pretorius –

peterp@afrihost.co.za –

044 5335114 / 0823214724

Trevor Cooper (MG CLUB – trevcooper@gmail.com – 044 3823322 / 0825766104

FOR YOUR INFO…..
•
•
•

Regular Breakfast Runs are held on the last Sunday of each month
Meeting places – KNYSNA – The Quays at the Waterfront at the end of Grey Street
SEDGEFIELD – Engen 1 Stop

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2016
Date

Host Club

Event

Quays Start

October 2016
11-13th
GRMC
Technical Tour to PE
16th
Bring & Braai at The Slades in Harkerville
MG
Breakfast Run – Sao Concalo’s
30th

Convenor

10.30
09h00

PP
TC
TC

November 2016
23rd
GRMC Presentation by Brian and Sue Dowding – The Silk Road
Istanbul to China
The Bell at Belvidere
Followed by lunch at The Bell Pub (optional)
11.00
PP
26th
GRMC Xmas lunch
Zinzi Restaurant
PP
27th
MG
Breakfast Run – Zucchini Rest
09h00
TC

December 2016
Friday 2nd
MG
th
Friday 9
MG

Prawn Braai
MG members only
Street Braai – Bodge Eng/Norman Frost/Brian Bruce

CHAIRMAN’S CHIRP.
As the year of 2016 runs out , we have an extremely hectic period ahead and no lack of activities to
choose from. Most of these activities have been extremely well supported and in instances
oversubscribed. To those members who did not book for the Xmas lunch at the Zinzi restaurant ,
your opportunity unfortunately has been lost. We had set a target of 60 people and have ended up
with 86 people . It is going to be a squeeze but the Zinzi staff have made a plan to accommodate us
and I am sure that it is going to be a fantastic day. Regrettably no more bookings can be taken.
Your committee is well in place, with most of the time already taken up in the planning for the 2017
Knysna Motor Show. We are still hopeful to secure a major sponsor, but with the current economic
conditions it is not going to be easy. We have great plans for the motor show and as we progress, we
may needs some extra hands from January 2017 to support these initiatives. Our aim is not to have
the biggest motor show but the best!!. Any ideas or support will greatly be appreciated.
You will recall that Johan Rabe, an artist of classic cars, donated a Ferrari painting to us , with the
proceeds intended for charity. While my efforts to sell the painting locally were unsuccessful, Alistair
Gibb came up with a great idea. The Ferrari club had a gathering in Port Elizabeth in October and
they have a charity auction on one of the nights. The painting was duly placed on auction and
fetched R10,000. It was agreed that this be split 50/50. As we had already distributed the motor

show monies to the nominated charities, it was decided to hold the R5000 for inclusion in the clubs
distribution for next year. Big thanks to Alistair for assisting with this.
With age come all kinds of medical issues. To Lionel Hewitt, Brian Gibson, Allan Waterston and Brian
Dowding, all seem to be well on the mend, and we wish them all a speedy and full recovery. To
Bruce Henderson, who is still suffering from concussion after his nasty accident with a kudu, hang in
as time is a good healer!!!

I have a request please

. It will be GRMC’S turn in 2017 to organise the annual tour. The

question --- Is your preference a 4night 5 day tour (similar to the one we organised in 2015) or would
you prefer a 2 night 3day tour. The shorter version will however place limitations on how far we can
go and the available options. Please let me have your input.
The “ Technical Tour “ to Port Elizabeth ,completed in October ,was very well supported and
thoroughly enjoyed by the participants. A group of 31 members left on a very windy morning and
got blown, by a gale from behind , to Cross Ways Country Kitchen where a lunch was enjoyed.

The only casualty was Frans Gerber’s Triumph that had to be left at
the venue . Fortunately for Frans , Meg came in the “plastic car” as
back-up.

One of the highlights of the tour was a visit to Hi-Tech Automotive where we were taken through
the factory that builds AC Cobra’s , Daytona’s, GT 40’S & Corvette Super Sport’s . All these cars are
mainly destined for overseas markets.

This definitely is a world class facility

This was followed by a visit to Jan Enslin’s car collection

The evening was ended off with a tasty Thai meal .

The next morning the group was split , with some of the ladies electing to go on a tour under the
guidance of Ann Parker . The rest of the group, mainly men with a couple of brave ladies , toured
the plants of Tenneco ( Shock absorber manufacture ) , The Ford Engine plant and Continental
Tyres.

The evening was spent at Bridge Street Brewery were the beer & wine flowed under much noise
and laughter.

Unfortunately the next morning we were not able to visit the Nelson Mandela University due to the
ongoing student protests.
As a back-up plan and on our way back, we visited the Bellingham & Smith cricket bat factory located
in Thornhill to witness the manufacture of cricket bats ---- very interesting.

To Cedric Parker , well done with the excellent arrangements and to Ann many thanks for driving us
safely in the Kombi to the restaurants and looking after the ladies. Great enjoyment was had over
the couple of days !!!
Once a year Keith & Yvonne Slade from the MG club open there home ,located in Harkerville for a
bring and braai . The setting is magnificent with large lawns , surrounded with trees , providing good
shelter. Sunday October 16 started with rain , but it turned out a lovely sunny day and those who
came , enjoyed the hospitality of Keith and Yvonne -- many thanks to both of you.

Until next time -- safe motoring.
Peter

Birthdays
BEST WISHES TO THE FOLLOWING WHO CELEBRATE THEIR
BIRTHDAY DURING NOVEMBER
3rd Cliff Hewitt
4th Gordon Steward
th
8 Bunny Mentz
10th David Wright
11th Graham MacDonald 13th Mike Turner
18th Ray Exton
28th Bernd Rohloff
th
29 Wally Mears
30th Ross Lawson
th
30 Robert Marais

7th Stuart Jones
11th Val Fuller
14th Josee Lemieux
28th Mike Wragg
30th Jean Mayhew

Wishing Lionel Hewitt a full speedy
recovery after his spinal surgery.
We hope and pray the op was completely
successful Lionel. Best wishes to you.

WANTED:
6” Lucas Fog lights – will consider
pair to purchase. Call Fred
082 321 4700.Thanks

It gives me great pleasure to announce the first ever vehicle show/gathering to be hosted in
Mossel Bay, in the Southern Cape.
Not to be confused with car shows per se, as hosted in neighboring towns such as George &
Knysna, this will be an informal gathering of people with unusual /rare vehicles.
A gathering for the enthusiast; people that are crazy about anything with wheels, regardless of
age, model, make, condition or value. So-called petrol heads!
Expect to see the unusual. From classic & vintage cars to beach buggies, motorcycles and the
younger generations’ customized sedans. An odd vintage tractor or two can even be expected…
Vehicle Dealerships are welcome to showcase their new/latest products at a small fee, but
unfortunately, due to the size of the venue, will be limited to 4 vehicles.
The format of this gathering will be as follows:
A static display of vehicles and an informal gathering of owners with out-of-the-ordinary vehicles.
No entry fees charged for either private entrant, or visitors to the gathering.
Attendance Certificates will be handed out to every entrant on the day, along with some
sponsored goodies.
No food, drink or any other stalls will be allowed for this very first event. (Depending on support,
the 2017 event will be different.)
No open fires or braai equipment will be allowed into the Park area for obvious reasons.
Venue: The open, banked Municipal park across the way from Mossel Bay Mall. (Cnr.
Melkhout & Seder Streets.)
Very central for visitors and attendees alike with regards to dining places like steakhouses,
café’s, ATM’s and refueling at the local Shell garage.

Date: Saturday 17 th December 2016. D.V.
Time: Vehicles in place by latest 08h30, premises cleared again by no later than 17h00.

Should you be interested in attending, please advise Peter Pretorius on
082 321 4724 or peterp@afrihost.co.za

The Same Car for 82 Years
Submitted by Fred Mullany

This person had a great start in life, an early exotic
present.
Mr. Allen Swift: Born - 1908 - Died 2010
This man owned and drove the same car for 82 years.
Can you imagine even having the same car for 82 years?
Mr. Allen Swift (Springfield, Massachusetts) received this
1928 Rolls-Royce Piccadilly-P1 Roadster from his father,
brand new - as a graduation gift in 1928.
He drove it up until his death last year... At the age of 102.
He was the oldest living owner of a car that was purchased
new.
Just thought you'd like to see it.

Rolls Royce Phantom I 1928
It was donated to a Springfield museum after his death.

It has 1,070,000 miles on it, still runs like a Swiss watch, dead
silent at any speed and is in perfect cosmetic condition.
82 years - That's approximately 13,048 miles per year (1087
per month).
1,070,000 that's miles not kilometres.
That's British engineering of a bygone era.
I don't think they make them like this anymore.

Stuff …….Railroad Tracks!!

Railroad tracks. The U.S. Standard railroad gauge (distance between the rails) is 4
feet,8.5 inches. That's an exceedingly odd number.
Why was that gauge used? Because that's the way they built them in England, and
English expatriates designed the U.S. Railroads.
Why did the English build them like that? Because the first rail lines were built by the
same people who built the pre-railroad tramways, and that's the gauge they used.
Why did 'they' use that gauge then? Because the people who built the tramways
used the same jigs and tools that they had used for building wagons, which used that
wheel spacing.

Why did the wagons have that particular odd wheel spacing?
Well, if they tried to use any other spacing, the wagon wheels would break on some
of the old, long distance roads in England, because that's the spacing of the wheel
ruts.
So, who built those old rutted roads?
Imperial Rome built the first long distance roads in Europe (including England) for
their legions. Those roads have been used ever since.
And the ruts in the roads? Roman war chariots formed the initial ruts, which
everyone else had to match for fear of destroying their wagon wheels.

Since the chariots were made for Imperial Rome, they were all alike in the matter of
wheel spacing.
Therefore, the United States standard railroad gauge of 4 feet, 8.5 inches is derived
from the original specifications for an Imperial Roman war chariot.
In other words, bureaucracies live forever. So the next time you are handed a
specification,
procedure, or process, and wonder, 'What horse's ass came up with this?

You may be exactly right.
Imperial Roman army chariots were made just wide enough to accommodate the
rear ends of two war horses.
Now, the twist to the story:
When you saw a Space Shuttle sitting on its launch pad, you will notice that there
are two big booster rockets attached to the sides of the main fuel tank.
These are solid rocket boosters, or SRBs. The SRBs are made by Thiokol at their

factory in Utah.
The engineers who designed the SRBs would have preferred to make them a bit
larger, but the SRBs had to be shipped by train from the factory to the launch site.
The railroad line from the factory happens to run through a tunnel in the mountains
and the SRBs had to fit through that tunnel.
The tunnel is slightly wider than the railroad track, and the railroad track, as you now
know, is about as wide as two horses' behinds.
So, a major Space Shuttle design feature of what is arguably the world's most
advanced transportation system was determined over two thousand years ago by the
width of a horse's ass.
And you thought being a horse's ass wasn't important!
Now you know, Horses' Asses control almost everything. That explains a whole lot of
stuff, doesn't it?
"People who think they know everything are a great annoyance to those of us who
do."

Our Website address is
www.grmc.co.za
To get on to our Facebook page Google Facebook and go to “gardenroutemc

CONTACTS
Peter
Pretorius
Duncan Miller
Brian Gibson
Sheridan
Renfield
Ann Griffiths

Cedric Parker

Sylvia Harvey

Chairman/Knysna
Motor Show Organiser
Treasurer
Member
Dating Officer
Membership database
/SAVVA
membership
Secretary/SAVVA
liaison/Motor Show
Newsletter/Member
Communications

082 321 4724

peterp@afrihost.co.za

082 557 1930
082 467 2145
044 343 2047

dunclare@telkomsa.net
gibbo@mweb.co.za
sedgecars@gmail.com

079 716 3132

anngriffiths@iafrica.com

082 907 2799

aparker@iafrica.com

082 958 2498

sylvia.vintagerose@gmail.com

FOR ALL YOUR
REQUIREMENTS PLEASE CALL SYLVIA ON 082 958 2498
FREE DELIVERY KNYSNA/PLETT/GEORGE

Specialising in Vintage and Veteran Car Insurance together with
Personal and Business Insurances.
Insurance Brokers
CONTACT DETAILS:
Glenn Broadhurst, Yolandé Vermeulen
Telephone: 087 736 2222 Fax: (011) 699 0783
Email: YVermeulen@fnb.co.za

An Authorised Financial Services Provider

