Newsletter September 2017

From my side…
Chris and Beth Rist attended the Goodwood Revival a few weeks ago….and it
rained!!...all weekend....On the last day, Sunday, a lot of spectators got stuck in the
mud on the way out after the event closed, many cars had to be towed out the car
park! Beth mentioned they had a fantastic time, despite the weather. (Thanks for the
photos Beth)
This year Goodwood Revival celebrated my most favourite little car, the Fiat 500,
with hundreds of little fiats everywhere. I placed my order for any colour, hopefully it
will arrive soon.
Spring has arrived, it is lovely seeing all the flowers and trees blooming. One also
notices all the green growth amongst the burnt landscape as nature tries to beautify
the earth, reminding us to look for the beauty amongst the desolation. It is there, you
just have to look for it. As per the words of Desiderata “With all it’s sham, drudgery
and broken dreams, it is still a beautiful world”.
Paul and I will be away for a few weeks. We are off to Dubai for a family visit and
then onto New Zealand to attend a wedding. Two extreme climates which means
careful planning and packing…. summer clothes for Dubai and winter woollies (it is
snowing in Nelson at the moment) for New Zealand.
Hopefully summer will have arrived by the time we get back, I will need it.
Take care, and strive to be happy.

Sylvia

Chairman’s Chirp
Hooray !!! Spring has arrived. Finally no more dark & cold mornings, but
now longer & sunny days. Or has it?. The weather is still a bit unsettled and
we need a lot more rain to relieve the drought and assist with the growth
after the devastating fires in the area. Let’s all pray for more rain.
For those who watched the exciting Singapore Grand Prix and saw
Raikkonon, Verstappen and Vettel being taken out on the first corner
certainly made for an interesting race, giving Hamilton a gifted win. While
the FIA did not find anybody guilty, my view is that Vettel’s aggression was
the cause of the accident, but then you may have your own views.
As we are heading to the last few months of the year, we still have some
exciting events coming up. On Saturday October 15 we have the Diaz
Express fun rail experience and lunch outing. The Rail cars will leave
from Hartenbos to Glentana/ Maalgate and back. The lunch will be at the
Trans Karroo Restaurant located in Groot Brak. Seating on the train is
limited to 31 people, so when the note with the details goes out book your
place immediately. Seating will be on a first come basis.

We have changed the year end Xmas lunch date and venue.
The lunch will now take place on Sunday November 19 and will be held
at the beautiful Ouland Royal Restaurant, located on the Plettenberg Bay
Airport Road. Please diarise this date as it will be an event not to be missed.
More details will shortly be advised.
We still have some members who have not yet paid their subs which were
due by the end of July. This is a further reminder. Please support your club
and make the payment of R200. It will greatly be appreciated.
AGM held on September 10 ( Minutes have been issued to all members )
Another eventful and memorable year has become committed to history. To
Duncan Miller, our trusted treasure, who has stepped down, we say many
thanks for his contribution to GRMC over the past 6 years. We welcome
Peter Turner (as Treasurer ) & Jill Morse who have been elected to serve on
the committee . It is my opportunity to applaud the committee on all that
they do for the club. Congratulations to those that have been elected / reelected and I wish them success for the coming year. May the membership
continue to grow and members show their appreciation for the tireless
efforts that the committee puts in to ensure a successful GRMC. Please
participate and enjoy the events that are arranged. Below are members
enjoying a relaxed braai after the conclusion of the AGM.

Stilbaai Mini Tour held over the weekend of September 15-17.
Due to the devastating fires at the beginning of June the Stilbaai mini tour
was postponed to September. Once again the elements were against us as
the rain set in on the Friday night and rained most of Saturday.

The group of 33 set of on a leisurely trip, stopping at Mossel Bay for a coffee
/ comfort break before proceeding to Albertinia where our pre-ordered lunch
was waiting for us at the famous Albertinia Hotel ( The Hotel where I was
born in ). The group soon were in high spirts as we left for our last leg to
Stilbaai. Three houses with en-suite bathrooms were rented on the beach
along with one Guesthouse with 4 rooms. Cheryl and Martin Worth, GRMC
members who live in Stilbaai joined us.
Everyone settled in well and the evening meal was enjoyed at a local
restaurant with much chatter and noise !!. The rain came down in buckets
and the morning program of visiting the Fish Traps and feeding the eels had
to be abandoned. Brian Gibson had a back-up plan and some of the group
visited an awesome model train display, while some women could not miss
the opportunity to go shopping .

The remainder of the group watched the Springbok / All Blacks rugby
match. This was a mistake as we all became depressed as we saw the Boks
being thrashed. However the depressed state soon passed as we were then
off to the Inverroche Gin Distillery. Having had the Gin making process
explained, we sampled the three different Gins and one type of rum.

After lunch we met up with the Stilbaai car club members who wanted to
see our cars.

They were very appreciative that we took the time to see them. By now the
weather had cleared, but with the cold wind we were not able to have a walk
on the beautiful beach. The evening meal was again held at a local
restaurant with everybody in a festive mood enjoying good food.

Sunday morning turned out to be sunny and after breakfast we were
transported in two busses to an Olive farm, Kransfontein, near Stilbaai.
Here we were hosted by an extremely passionate owner explaining the olive
oil process. This was followed by a tasting and enjoyed a fantastic spread of
olives, tapenades , cheeses and breads . A table set for a feast !!

This brought an end to a most enjoyable weekend and everybody headed
home. We all arrived home safely and those of us who went in our classics
experienced no problems. To Brian and Karin Gibson we say a big thanks
for the effort put in to make such a success of the weekend. Also to Cheryl
and Martin Worth many thanks for your help and in particular organising
the visit to the Kransfontein Olive farm. See the pictures below with
everybody having great fun.

Until next time – Enjoy the ride,

Peter

Convenors:
Peter Pretorius –

peterp@afrihost.co.za –

044 5335114 / 0823214724

Trevor Cooper (MG CLUB – trevcooper@gmail.com – 044 3823322 / 0825766104

FOR YOUR INFO…..




Regular Breakfast Runs are held on the last Sunday of each month
Meeting places – KNYSNA – The Quays at the Waterfront at the end of Grey Street
SEDGEFIELD – Engen 1 Stop

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2017
6 Sun

12 Sat

10th Sun
GRMC
AGM
13h30

13 Tues

th

MG Host
Competitive Run
TBA
09h00
GRMC invited
Trevor Cooper

GRMC ONLY
DM/PP

27th Sun

th

MG Host
Breakfast Run
Berlin @ Plett
Quays start
09H00
GRMC invited
Trevor Cooper

GRMC Host
Plett Wine Tour
10.45 BP garage The
Crags.
MG invited
Peter Pretorius

th

MG Host
Steak Evening
Blend Rest &
Dominoes
18h00
GRMC invited

15/16/17th

Stillbay Tour

Closed Group as
Previously booked
Peter Pretorius

23rd Sat
MG Host
Aeromodellers
Nat. Champs
Oudtshoorn
07h00
GRMC invited

24th Sun
MG Host
Breakfast Run
Zucchini at
Timberlake
09h00 Quays

14 Sat

22

GRMC Host
Diaz Express /
Lunch Mosselbay
Quays start 8H00
MG invited
BG/PP

MG Host
Picnic/Braai
The Slades
Harkerville
10h30
GRMC invited

th

One
Month
To

nd

Sun

19th Sun

GRMC
Xmas Lunch
GRMC ONLY
SH/PP

29th Sun
MG Host
Breakfast Run
Berlin @ Plett
Quays start
09H00 Quays
GRMC invited
Trevor Cooper

26th Sun

MG Host
Breakfast Run
Zucchini Timber
Lake
Quays start

09H00
GRMC invited

Christmas

1 Fri….
st

MG Host
Prawn Braai
MG Members
Only
Trevor Cooper

16 Dec

8th Fri…..

th

Mosselbay Wheels
Gathering

MG Host
Street Braai
Bodge/Norman
Frost/Brian
Bruce
GRMC invited
Trevor Cooper

Happy Holidays

October 2017
4th Dennis Houseman
11th Gem Morton
16th Leon Stumpher
24th Tony Lyons-Lewis
30th Penny Field

7th Karin Gibson
13th Derek Noyes-Smith
22nd Cedric Parker
28th Joan Steenkamp

House
For
Sale
(No Agents)
As we intend moving to Belvidere Park Retirement Village some time in the future, we are
looking to privately sell our existing home at Eastford Downs. Apart from it being an
attractive home, it is ideally suited for a car enthusiast seeking secure lock‐up facilities for 5
cars plus a work shop.
Further details can be obtained by phone 044 3821986 [073 1794140] or e‐mail,
lionel.rose@telkomsa.net

Lionel Hewitt

FOR SALE:
1968 Mk.II Wolseley 1000 very well
restored. This model is also very
scarce [only 456 units manufactured]
and restored over many years. Price is
R250 000 non negotiable.

Ryno's email address
is ryno.verster@vodamail.co.za

SALE OF TRIUMPH
SPITFIRE
1969 Silver Triumph
Spitfire. Fitted with 1500
Spitfire engine and
Overdrive gearbox.
Car belonged to Johan Marais a respected Spitfire owner and TSCC member of
many years. Car comes with original 1300 engine and gearbox, soft top, tonneau
cover and Hardtop. Reserve price has been set at R100k. All interest and offers may
be emailed to Brian Minnaar
at brian.minnaar@absamail.co.za">brian.minnaar@absamail.co.za Expression of
Interest and Initial Offer closes 30 September 2017. First preference will be given to
TSCC members and referred potential buyers. Offer to Purchase and Confirmation
of Initial Offer will follow after the Executor of Estate has given final approval for
sale. Final acceptance of offers resides with Santa Marais.

1974 MGB Roadster

In excellent condition.
Recently re-sprayed, new
tyres, new battery.
R160 000
Call George Clary
083 254 5371

Welcome to our new members
Phillip & Jackie Morris, moved to
Knysna from Cape Town.
We wish you many happy miles and
smiles with our club.

Random Photos….

Breakfast at Zucchini 24/09

Aero modellers National Championship Oudtshoorn 23/9

THE GARDEN ROUTE FIRES – WHAT ARE THE TAX
CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE WHO LOST THEIR PROPERTIES?
Part 1 ‐ By Giles Butlin Many residents in the Garden Route are busy piecing their lives together after
losing their homes in the recent fires that swept through the area in June, leaving a trail of
destruction in their wake. Some were insured and have been able to claim against their insurance
policies for their losses. Others were not insured and are in the unfortunate position of having to
shoulder their losses themselves, sometimes with financially devastating consequences. In the
aftermath everyone is doing what they need to do in order to get their lives back on track, but how
many people have properly considered the tax consequences they are faced with? In this series of
articles, I aim to explain some of the more common issues facing those who have lost their
properties when it comes to dealing with their income tax affairs. Most of those affected held their
properties in their own hands and this is the situation I will deal with here. In a future article I will
deal with the situation where properties were held in trusts, companies or other structures. Where
someone’s property was destroyed in the fires, in terms of the income tax legislation they will be
regarded as having disposed of the property and this may give rise to a capital gain which may, in
turn, result in a liability for income tax. For those who were able to claim on insurance, the amount
they received as compensation will be regarded as proceeds from the “disposal” of their property
and the base cost of the property will be deducted to arrive at the capital gain. Those in the less
fortunate position of being uninsured may have received no compensation, in which case they will
be regarded as having received no proceeds and this will result in them having a capital loss

equivalent to the base cost of the property which may be set‐off against any capital gains arising in
their hands. Those affected will need to decide whether or not to replace their property and, where
they decide to do so, whether to rebuild or to purchase a new property. Where a capital gain arises
and the individual intends replacing the property, either by rebuilding or purchasing a new property,
he or she has the option, subject to certain requirements, to elect that the capital gain be deferred.
If this election is made and the property is replaced, the capital gain arising on the property that was
destroyed in the fire will be only be taxable when the replacement property is sold. While this
sounds like good news, there may however, in my opinion, be a significant potential disadvantage to
opting for the election to defer the capital gain to the time of disposing of the replacement property.
Most of those who lost their homes in the fires would be entitled to claim the primary residence
exclusion of up to a maximum of R2 million which they will be able to use to reduce the capital gain
arising on the “disposal” of the destroyed property. If the election is made to defer the capital gain,
the primary residence exclusion relating to the destroyed residence will be forfeited. This is so
because, when the replacement residence is sold, the primary residence exclusion of up to R2
million would then be used to reduce the capital gain arising from the disposal of both the destroyed
and replacement residences. Had the election to defer not been made, the capital gain relating to
the destroyed residence will be taxable in the year of destruction, in this case the 2018 tax year, and
the primary residence exclusion of up to R2 million will be used to reduce that capital gain. And now
for the important bit – when the replacement residence is sold, the primary residence exclusion of
up to R2 million will again be used, this time to reduce the capital gain on that replacement
residence. In other words, if you elect to defer the capital gain on the destroyed residence you will
only ultimately get to enjoy a primary residence exclusion of a maximum of R2 million as opposed to
R4 million which would be the case should you not have opted for the deferral. In future articles I
will deal with the differing tax consequences relating to the choice of rebuilding a property or
purchasing a new one, the situation where a loss arises due to the property not having been insured
and the tax situation where the property was held in a trust, company or other structure such as a
partnership. A word of caution is necessary here. While this article is intended to make readers
aware of the issues discussed, I would advise those who have lost their properties to discuss their
circumstances with their professional tax advisers. I am, however, happy to assist anyone needing
advice and can be contacted via email at gbutlin@gbw.co.za or by telephone on 044 5332142 or 082
8288380.

SAVVA Technical Tip 124 – Priming carburettors
Priming carbs after a car has been standing for some time has always been a problem. A
solution often used is to fit an electric fuel pump to prime the system. However, on very
early cars this can be difficult especially if they have a six volt system or an early carb with a
needle and seat of dubious quality.
A solution has been forwarded by Ian Otridge – it’s so simple. To quote Ian:
“I got around the problem of priming the carb on my 1929 Chev by fitting a rubber bulb, the
same as fitted to outboard motors. I fitted it between the tank and fuel pump. I now just

squeeze it until it gets firm and the car starts at the first turn. It was cheap, simple to install
and easy to hide, and works like a dream.”
Many thanks Ian.
For those of you who haven’t owned outboard motors ‐
You have a petrol tank which stands somewhere in the boat and is connected to the engine
with a length of flexible rubber hose. To prime the system there is a “squeezy” rubber bulb
in the line. One simply squeezes the bulb which sucks petrol from the tank and in turn
pushes it into the carb. When the carb is full the bulb becomes firm. Basically, it is a rubber
bulb with a non‐return valve much the same as fitted to a mechanical fuel pump. It does the
same job but without having to crank the engine.
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