February 2020
TORQUE

Convenors:

Garden Route Motor Club:
Dennis Cook – gardenroutemc@gmail.com

060 700 0192

MG CLUB:
Peter & Jill Morse – petermorse101@hotmail.co.uk

074 474 8368

FOR YOUR INFO…..
•
•
•

Regular Breakfast Runs are held on the last Sunday of each month
Meeting places – KNYSNA – The Quays at the Waterfront at the end of Grey Street
SEDGEFIELD – Engen 1 Stop

GRMC Events- 2020
Date / Day

2 Sun
8 Sat
16 Sun
23 Sun

Event
February
Bring & Braai @ George Lakes Yacht Club, Wilderness
George Old Car Show
Lunch at Jakkalsvlei, Herbertsdale
Breakfast Run, Zucchini’s, Timberlake

Quays
Start

Host Invited

09h00

MG - ALL
GRMC - ALL
GRMC - ALL
MG - ALL

09h00

GRMC – ALL
MG – ALL

09h00

GRMC – ALL
MG - ALL

March
18 Wed
29 Sun

Loafer’s Lunch – Enrico’s
Breakfast Run, Moss & Maple, Plett
April

4 Sat
26 Sun

Visit to Scribante Classic Merc Collection, George
Breakfast Run, Zucchini’s, Timberlake

May
3 Sun
7-10 Thu-Sun
20 Wed
23-24 Sat-Sun
31 Sun

Knysna Motor Show
Simola Hill Climb
Let’s Lunch …. @ Pomodoro, Wilderness
Last Night of the Proms, PE
Breakfast Run, Moss & Maple, Plett

GRMC - ALL
11h00
09h00

MG - ALL
GRMC - ALL
MG - ALL

June
4 Thu
11-14 Thu-Sun
21 Sun
28 Sun

Sop ‘n Dop, Pembreys
Eastern Cape tour
Totties Buffet Lunch
Breakfast Run, Zucchini’s, Timberlake

9 Thu
19 Sun
26 Sun

July
Xmas Lunch in July …. @ Peppermill, The Crags
Tsitsikamma Memorial Run
Breakfast Run, Moss & Maple, Plett

7-9 Fri-Sun
12 Wed
23 Sun
30 Sun

18h00

09h00

MG - ALL
MG - ALL
GRMC - ALL
MG - ALL

09h00

MG - ALL
GRMC - ALL
MG - ALL

August
Slow Wine Festival, Robertson
Let’s Lunch ….. @ Skotteljons Bistro, Hoekwil
GRMC AGM- Belvidere
Breakfast Run, Zucchini’s, Timberlake

09h00

GRMC - ALL
MG - ALL
GRMC only
MG - ALL

20 Sun
27 Sun

September
Plett Wine Route and lunch
Breakfast Run, Moss & Maple, Plett

09h00

GRMC - ALL
MG - ALL

11 Sun
14-17 Wed-Sat
25 Sun

October
Treasure Hunt, with Bring ‘n Braai
Technical Tour, PE, + Bloeisel Fees, Joubertina(17th)
Breakfast Run, Zucchini’s, Timberlake

09h00

MG - ALL
GRMC - ALL
MG - ALL

09h00

GRMC - ALL
MG - ALL

12h00
16h30

GRMC - ONLY
MG/GRMC

November
1 Sun
29 Sun

Century Charity Run
Breakfast Run, Moss & Maple, Plett

6 Sun
11 Fri

GRMC Christmas lunch
Gasoline Alley Braai

December

Chairman’s Chirp
As indicated in last month’s Torque, February was going to be a busy month for members. Well it
certainly was just that!! February kicked off with a great bring and braai at the George Lakes yacht
Club. It is a member’s only club, but with Dave Jones, the commodore, approval for us to enjoy the
clubs facilities was granted. A great number of GRMC & MG members turned out on a nice sunny
day. The fires were stocked by Peter Morse and soon the men were gathered around the fire, with
refreshments in hand, preparing the braai for the ladies. Big thanks must go to Dave for organising
this great venue and to Peter & Jill Morse for the organisation.

Great comrade and braai and natter were enjoyed under the trees, away from the hot sun. While
the rain threatened towards the end of the day it stayed away long enough, not to worry those who
came with top-down cars. It was nice to have the swallow members also join us on this outing –
Trevor & Hillary Kells, Stuart & Jan Passey and Alexander & Andrea Krahe

This was followed by the GRMC & MG club member’s participation at the George old car show. 50
member cars were on display and it certainly was one of the attractive stands at the show. For the
first time in many years the rain stayed away. To ensure that members were out of the sun and
could comfortably relax, after viewing the cars on display, a tent was erected. We say great thanks
again to Brian Bruce for his contribution towards the cost of the tent.

I felt that this year’s GOCS was better organised and there were some great cars, particularly in the
Vintage and veteran categories, which had great support from the Crankhandle Club from Cape
Town. The theme this year was “ bakkies “ and while sounding unexciting ,there were some
interesting bakkie models on display.

The Mercedes Club played a large role as a sponsor to the GOCS and also had some fantastic
Mercedes cars on display. Many of them belonging to Waldo Scribante . (On one of our events later
in the year we will be visiting Waldo’s collection of Mercedes models, so have a lookout for this) For
me the visit to the GOCS is one of networking and meeting up with possible attendees to the Knysna
Motor Show. I arrive on the Friday afternoon and with the assistance of Brian Gibson set out the
parking bays for our cars and then it is off to the Protea hotel for a braai with the participants.

This meeting and greeting was the pattern until Sunday lunch time.

To all the GRMC & Mg members, many thanks for your participation and making our stand a success.

A week later we were off to Jakkalsvlei Wine Estate in Herbertsdale some 165 km from Knysna.
While it was an extremely hot day it was a great run to stretch the classic cars. A total of 72 people
enjoyed a very pleasant day. A big thanks to Brian Gibson for setting it up and having to negotiate
with Jakkalsvlei the ever increasing numbers. It was a wonderful touch to recognise the ladies with a
chocolate gift for Valentine’s Day. Please see below the write-up done by Dennis Cook.

Photo courtesy of Tracy Craig

Valentine’s lunch at Jackalsvlei Wine Farm
Report: Dennis Cook
Sunday 16 February followed on the ever-popular annual celebration of the day of St Valentine. With
this in mind Brian Gibson arranged for a run to Jackalsvlei wine estate and restaurant in Herbertsdale,
just after Mossel Bay.
Initially we had booked tables for 30 people but, whatever the reason that this outing caught the
imagination of our members, it became necessary for Brian to book additional tables as the numbers
kept coming in until they peaked at 72. This in spite of the fact that it entailed a journey of some 160
km from Knysna.

It turned out not only to be a really beautiful summer’s day, ideal for travelling top-down although
many found it to be uncomfortably warm in their open sports cars. Jackalsvlei is situated at the foot of
the Langeberg mountains, about 50 km from the N2, where it was sweltering in the Valley. While I did
not count the number of classic cars, most had chosen to come in their classics with just a few
plastics tagging along and there was an enviable collection of beautiful cars in the parking.

Photo courtesy of Tracy Craig
When we arrived at Jackalsvlei the car park was already quite full leaving one to wonder how they
were going to serve 70 people who arrived simultaneously. The restaurant is ideally situated, high up
looking out over the vineyards and the mountains with large windows and doors and a covered deck
to catch whatever breeze was available. High ceilings and lots of light added to a modern, farmhouse
feel. The staff did a great job in getting everybody served with drinks on arrival while they browsed the
menu. Although burgers and pizzas feature strongly on the menu, there were some really nice chef’s
specials on the Sunday; beautifully presented and priced not much more than a high-end pizza. At our
table some enjoyed specials such as chicken stuffed with lemongrass, beautiful Karoo lamb chops,
pan fried sole and, unusually, prawns coated in beetroot. Inevitably some of those sitting at the
furthest tables had to wait quite a long time for their food but nobody seemed particularly fussed as
there was plenty to talk about with friends at the large tables and plentiful top class wines available.

You will probably know that the popular, sweet, Hanepoot grapes ripen in the middle of February and
on offer was an invitation to collect your own grapes from the vineyard at the very reasonable price of
R15 per kilo. Anticipating a long delay before the lunch would be served, most people braved the
midday heat to go and collect their grapes before lunch.

Fay Jones braving the heat to pick grapes
A nice Club touch was the Lindt chocolates that Brian handed out to the ladies for Valentine’s day.
Chairman Peter had intended to use the occasion to thank all of the wives and partners for supporting
their men’s hobby and motoring passion but there were just too many people and too much festive
noise to even try. Luckily the weather had cooled by the time that we left and there were a few
sprinkles of rain.
Now we know that our members are not shy to take their classics out for a long run- we just
have to arrange a suitable event!

The momentum on the Knysna Motor Show is now at full pace. The committee is as usual putting in
long hours to ensure that we are on target to deliver another awesome motor show. Most people
would think that, as we have done it for many years, it should be plain sailing. Unfortunately this is a
wrong perception. Every year we start from a zero base. We have to secure sponsorship monies
(under the current economic climate very difficult ) , find the right mix of cars and motorcycles , setup feature displays , develop adverts and a promotional campaign ( radio, print ,social media and
banner displays ) , select appropriate trade and food stalls , obtain all the necessary municipal and
other approvals , develop a layout best suited for all the displays ( a complex design done on a CAD
system ) and then there is the actual setting out of the display stands on the sports fields. All these
activities have many detailed steps that have to be followed. Within the GRMC membership we are
blessed with a small group of members who are prepared to offer up 4 months of dedicated time to
make the KMS the success that has been achieved over the years. Big thanks must go to them. While
there is still much work ahead, all indications are that the 2020 KMS is on target to be another
successful motor show.

How can you play your part in support of making a success of the KMS? . If you have not yet
registered your car for display, please urgently do so as the available space is filling up fast and we
may have to decline your entry. Just click on this link and complete the details -2020 Knysna
Motor Show Registration. Then importantly, we will need your assistance in setting out the
display areas a couple of days before May 3 and then Marshalls on the Saturday and Sunday to assist
with parking of the cars and importantly members to man the gates on May 3 to sell the tickets. All
three areas are critical and we ask you please to be generous with your time when contacted to put
your name forward.
The following is an update on two important GRMC issues .With the assistance of Cedric Parker we
have now summited Income Tax returns, for the years 2002 through to 2019 to the Income Tax
Exemption unit. This has been a mammoth task brilliantly completed by Cedric. To date we have
been assessed on three years ( 2011,12 & 13 for some reason unbeknown to us) and there has been
no tax liability. The real problem starts after 2013 when the Knysna Motor Show generated a
substantial profit. It is now a case of wait and see as they assess these years. The second item is the
ongoing battle with SAVVA regarding public liability cover of R15m for the Knysna Motor Show and
also cover for members with cars falling outside of the SAVVA 20 year cut-off. We have been
informed that this is in progress. Should we not have clarity on this before the KMS date, we will be
forced to purchase Public liability cover at a cost of R 12,200 from an independent insurance
company.

We welcome the following new members and wish them lots of enjoyment from the activities
offered by GRMC.
Simon & Kim Bennet

Frank & Merle Friedman

George Davey / Margie von Zeil

Dirk Meter

Enjoy the upcoming month’s activities and please keep in mind the Knysna Motor Show support that
will be needed.
Cheers,

Peter
HAPPY BIRTHDAY March 2020
2nd Elmor Leo
3rd Martin Green
8th Herman Jeuschenak
20th Gail Newby

2nd Margot Green
6th John McCallum
9th Jose Davidson
21st Stuart McAllister

3rd Nita Davis
7th Sean Mansfield
12th Michael Barber
29th Gillian Maree

SAVVA Technical Tip 153 – Hungry Rats
In recent times there appears to be an infestation of rats in many towns and cities – both the
two and four legged variety. However, as a owner of a few old cars the four legged variety
are the ones that concern me most and the following could be a solution to this problem.
A friend recently purchased a very nice series one Jag XJ6 with a manual transmission. A
lovely car but since the demise of the previous owner some time ago it has stood around
rather unloved. He quite rightly saw the potential in this stunning car – possibly one of the
finest Jags ever built and destined to be a serious classic (my humble opinion). A rebuilt
engine was fitted and it was heading for the paint shop when it was discovered the rats had
made a meal of the wiring under the dash. Can you imagine what it's going to be like rewiring
it? Never mind the cost, auto electricians run for the hills when you approach them to take on
rewiring jobs like this.
A recent visit to a Midas shop came up with a product that may have a solution to this
happening to the vehicles that we have in storage or don't use very often. Displayed on the
counter was box of Rat
Repellent spray cans. Apparently
numerous of their customers
have also had rat problems. It
appears even rats are finding
things tough in current times and
have had to revert to eating car
wiring. This could be a good
investment at around R75 a can.

Noticed these beautiful drawings at the Sedgefield market the other day,
thought some of our members might like to have their cars sketched.

Our Website address is
www.grmc.co.za

Facebook page : https://web.facebook.com/gardenroutemc

CONTACTS
Peter
Pretorius

Chairman/Knysna
Motor Show Organiser

082 321 4724

peterp@afrihost.co.za

Peter Turner

Treasurer

082 586 4827

treasurer@grmc.co.za

Brian Gibson

Club Regalia

082 467 2145

gibbo@mweb.co.za

Sheridan
Renfield
Ann Griffiths

Dating Officer

044 343 2047

sedgecars@gmail.com

079 716 3132

membership@grmc.co.za

079 659 6317

lewisjon@mweb.co.za

Jon Lewis

Membership database
/SAVVA membership
Secretary/SAVVA
membership

Jill Morse

Administration

074 474 8368

petermorse101@hotmail.
co.uk

Sylvia Marshall

082 958 2498

sylvia.vintagerose@gmail.com

Dennis Cook

Newsletter
Events, Facebook,
Membership communication

060 700 0192

gardenroutemc@gmail.com

Dave Betton

Member

082 829 0860

betton@absamail.co.za

FOR ALL YOUR
REQUIREMENTS PLEASE CALL SYLVIA ON 082 958 2498
Also Available at Bodge Engineering, opposite Frost Motors
FREE DELIVERY KNYSNA/PLETT/GEORGE

Specialising in Vintage and Veteran Car Insurance together with
Personal and Business Insurances.
Insurance Brokers
CONTACT DETAILS:
Gareth Bain
Tel: 087 736 2222 Fax: (011) 699 0783
Email: Gareth.Bain@fnb.co.za
Branch Manager: Mrs N. Meier
An Authorised Financial Services Provider

