April 2020
TORQUE

Convenors:

Garden Route Motor Club:
Dennis Cook – gardenroutemc@gmail.com

060 700 0192

MG CLUB:
Peter & Jill Morse – petermorse101@hotmail.co.uk

074 474 8368

FOR YOUR INFO…..
•
•
•

Regular Breakfast Runs are held on the last Sunday of each month
Meeting places – KNYSNA – The Quays at the Waterfront at the end of Grey Street
SEDGEFIELD – Engen 1 Stop

GRMC Events- 2020
May

CANCELLED

3 Sun
7-10 Thu-Sun
20 Wed
23-24 Sat-Sun
31 Sun

Knysna Motor Show
Simola Hill Climb
Let’s Lunch …. @ Pomodoro, Wilderness
Last Night of the Proms, PE

Breakfast Run, Moss & Maple, Plett CANCELLED

GRMC - ALL

11h00
09h00

MG - ALL
GRMC - ALL
MG - ALL

June

CANCELLED

4 Thu
11-14 Thu-Sun
21 Sun
28 Sun

Sop ‘n Dop, Pembreys
Eastern Cape tour
Totties Buffet Lunch
Breakfast Run, Zucchini’s, Timberlake

9 Thu
19 Sun
26 Sun

Xmas Lunch in July …. @ Peppermill, The Crags
Tsitsikamma Memorial Run
Breakfast Run, Moss & Maple, Plett

7-9 Fri-Sun
12 Wed
23 Sun
30 Sun

July

18h00

09h00

MG - ALL
MG - ALL
GRMC - ALL
MG – ALL

CANCELLED
09h00

MG - ALL
GRMC - ALL
MG - ALL

August
Slow Wine Festival, Robertson
Let’s Lunch ….. @ Skotteljons Bistro, Hoekwil
GRMC AGM- Belvidere
Breakfast Run, Zucchini’s, Timberlake

09h00

GRMC - ALL
MG - ALL
GRMC only
MG - ALL

20 Sun
27 Sun

September
Plett Wine Route and lunch
Breakfast Run, Moss & Maple, Plett

09h00

GRMC - ALL
MG - ALL

11 Sun
14-17 Wed-Sat
25 Sun

October
Treasure Hunt, with Bring ‘n Braai
Technical Tour, PE, + Bloeisel Fees, Joubertina(17th)
Breakfast Run, Zucchini’s, Timberlake

09h00

MG - ALL
GRMC - ALL
MG - ALL

09h00

GRMC - ALL
MG - ALL

12h00
16h30

GRMC - ONLY
MG/GRMC

November
1 Sun
29 Sun

Century Charity Run
Breakfast Run, Moss & Maple, Plett

6 Sun
11 Fri

GRMC Christmas lunch
Gasoline Alley Braai

December

Chairman’s Chirp
The world has entered a completely new era – none of us could have predicted the
extraordinary way in which 2020 is unfolding. We now find ourselves in uncharted
territories. I am sure that we all have adjusted to the extended lockdown and will soon be
moving into phase 4 with not much relief for us elderly folk. With almost all of the GRMC

membership older than 60 we may face many more months at home and have to take
additional precautions to isolate ourselves. This certainly is not a pleasant thought and it
raises many uncertainties regarding the GRMC and what the shape will be in the future. Our
planned events, of getting together and enjoying our cars as a group certainly will not be
happening in the immediate future – very sad, but we have no choice. Outings are now a
distant memory. However, I am sure that by now you have been doing many things to keep
yourselves busy and understandably getting a bit bored. I have been lucky to have my
daughter and grandson with me during this LD period. Both of them are good company and
have adjusted to get on with their daily lives. My daughter is operating on virtual bases via
“Zoom “and “Skype “, to save her small business while my grandson, who is in matric, is
studying and daily attending virtual classes via “Google” with his school. Such a different
world !!!. My duties allocated have thus been to clean the house, do the washing, cook the
food and make sure everybody is happy. In between I am able to fit in the following:

We would now have been very busy in organising and putting the final touches to the
Knysna Motor Show which was to have taken place on May 3. However this was not to be.
With the uncertainty of what will happen once the LD is lifted, much discussion will have to
take place regarding the 2021 KMS. At this stage we will not be worrying about the impact
that it could have on the future of the KMS. Dealing with the cancellation of the 2020 KMS
and in order to keep the interest going we have decided to create a virtual 2020 KMS on our
Facebook page. We have invited people to post their cars and motorcycles to the Facebook
page. There has been quite a bit of interest in this and please browse through the album of
cars and motorcycles already posted. One album was created for cars and another for
motorcycles. The pictures may be seen at :
https://web.facebook.com/knysnamotorshow/photos / .
As some of the GRMC members are not on Facebook and to further enhance the virtual
2020 KMS we plan to unveil it on May 3 on the KMS website. ( www.grmc.co.za ) . This will
then remain as a permanent feature on the Website. In doing this we want to thank all the
participants, sponsors, GRMC & MG Club members for their support. In addition we have
communicated with certain Sponsors to ask for a small portion of their KMS sponsorship
monies, which can be donated to the top four charities. In return their company logos will
be placed along with the virtual 2020 KMS posting. NB . – It is not too late to post some of
your car pics to the Facebook link -https://web.facebook.com/knysnamotorshow/photos / or Email them to Dennis Cook at -gardenroutemc@gmail.com . He will then post them to the album.
Dennis has also communicated with all the GRMC and MG club members to send in pictures of what
they have been doing to keep themselves busy during the LD. We have received some interesting
ones and these are posted in the Torque. Please continue to send these to Dennis on
gardenroutemc@gmail.com . It will also be appreciated if you can please send us any car related
stories that you may have. During the LD period we will be short on material for the Torque and we
will rely on your input – please!! .
Regarding future events listed in the calendar we have now also cancelled June & July. This will form
part of an ongoing review in line with the government legislation.
Please click on the following link for some nostalgia and enjoyment - https://vimeo.com/93587997.
Please keep yourself safe and stay at home.
Cheers,

Peter

HAPPY BIRTHDAY May 2020

1st

Bruce Henderson
3rd Julie Waterston
6th Dave Betton
10th Antoinette Lawson
14th Jani Klomp
18th Ingeborg Fornefeld
28th Marilyn Houseman
30th Geoff Woodgate

1st Richard Price
4th Werner Nisi
7th Ivor Matthee
12th Lindsey Hunt
16th Willie Putter
21st Derek Law
29th Ruben Botha

3rd Ricky Cooper
6th Ariane Rohloff
8th Heidie Wylie
12th Merrill Milton
17th Ted Burden
23rd Jana Harris
30th Timm Carr

❤️A Gem from Nyasaland ❤️
AUSTIN SHEERLINE 125 LIMOSINE with a 6 cylinder engine.
Reg. ZA 1331
This article tells of a fun character, who my wife Jan remembers fondly from her childhood in
Nyasaland , now Malawi -submitted by Bunny Mentz

Imported new to Nyasaland from England by Lady Henderson, daughter of Admiral Sir
Henderson and sister of Major Henderson who farmed near Zomba. Originally red, resprayed Maroon and Yellow by City Motors Ltd in 1977 and now coated in Grey primer

undercoat. The whole of the rear, seats, carpets and door panel were removed from new
and stored, wrapped in plastic as the Major used the old lady to carry farm produce to Limbe
market once a week and used her around town for a few years.
In 1956 Major Henderson drove her to Salisbury to visit an annual show; whilst there he bid
on a prize calf, was told he had to take it immediately after the show. He put it in the back
and booked into Meikles Hotel, bribed the bedroom staff to smuggle the calf into his room.
Next morning drove to Zomba via Tete with the calf on the back seat. He is the same
gentleman who once rode his horse into the bar at Zomba Gymkhana Club, asked for a
whiskey for himself and a beer for his horse.
The Hendersons sold her to Anthony John Hawken in 1974 for £60 and gave a battery from
one of his tractors to get her to her new home in Blantyre. The door panels, seats and
carpet, still as new and wrapped in plastic at this point. Anthony sold her on to his friend and
work colleague at Brown & Clapperton, Jerry Mundy.
The car was driven by Anthony to carry his daughter, Flower girl at Jerry’s wedding to St
Michaels Church In 1980 with another famous Malawi Limo Jerry had bought, the Mayor’s
Austin Princess R, the one with the Rolls Royce engine, registration number BA 1, sold at HJ
Downs Autions Ltd for K950. This was used for Jerry’s bride to the church.
The Sheerline has now returned to her Birthplace in England and is awaiting restoration at
some stage.
Thanks to:
Photo: Yunus Hassam
History: Anthony John Hawken

Bye for now….
It was with great sadness that Sheila and I left Knysna, after nearly
17 fabulous years, to relocate to Kidbrooke Place retirement village in
Onrus, just outside Hermanus.
Sheila is missing her bridge club and l the 2 motor clubs and all those
connected to the two organizations.
Our sincere thanks to go to the committees of both clubs for their hard
work in keeping the clubs alive and entertaining and to all the members
who showed amazing friendliness. We will sorely miss them and the
club activities.
We intend keeping our membership of both clubs so please do not erase us
from your lists and e-mails. This will keep us abreast of all the activities and
if any of these are within our reach, perhaps we can join in.
If any of your members come down our way, we would be most happy
for them to look us up.
With thanks and best regards.
Tim & Sheila Le Feuvre

FOR SALE:
Low mileage M G A 1500 1958 in very good condition.
I would like to consider offers around R300K many thanks Denny Williams
contactable 0826336254.in Knysna

Coping with Lockdown…..
The lockdown of the country to prevent the spread of Covid-19 presented some challenges
but many of our members put the time at home to good use.

Classic cars means Carburettors!
Bernd Rohloff says “this lock down also brought the advantage that some boxes
originating from our former home in Gauteng have revealed all sorts of jewels!
However, none of these apply to the intricacies of a MB Pagoda fuel injection system
that occupy prime cupboard space!
I have a selection of carburettor details, diagrams, set-up and repair info. Ideally one
would like to make this info available to our members to read or copy
If members would like to borrow any of these I would ask for a deposit just to ensure
that they might come back for others to enjoy!
I have the following :
Weber twin choke side-draught horizontal carb range
Weber downdraught 34 DAS – 36 DCD service manual
Weber Master catalogue showing sections and descriptions of
many models in the range
Solex Vergaser (Carburettor) dual downdraught (German) sections and adjustment
Adjusting info for various common carbs like Stromberg, SU HIF
Zenith Servicing and operating info & sections
Solex downdraught eg for Alfa Romeo 2000 instruction book and diagrams
Contact Berndt at : slsa@yebo.co.za

Minor Works by Chris Rist
While the lockdown is devastating for many it is unfortunately absolutely necessary
and has certainly afforded me the opportunity of finally coming to grips with a long
list of tasks which have been on the back burner for longer than I care to admit.
Having ticked off SOME of the jobs, I again turned to my Morris with a half clear
conscience.
The car is a 1950 Morris Minor “Low Light” fitted with the 918cc side valve motor
developing 19 KW. It belonged to my mother who passed it on to my when I turned
18 years old and I have had it ever since. The car has never been to a garage as it
was maintained by my father prior to me taking over those duties at about the age of
sixteen. The car has never been in an accident and is in its original state apart from
typical wear items such as pedal rubbers, carpets, upholstery and new paint work.
Oh, I have also just fitted a reconditioned steering wheel as the plastic on the original
one had succumbed to the South African sun.
The present restoration job has been ongoing for the past three years with the target
of making the car good for another thirty years. Extrapolation of the past pace
indicates some months of work still remains!!
What may be of interest to some members is a new (to me) material that I found to
make replacement interior side panels. The original ones were made of a cardboard/
Masonite material which was moulded to shape and then covered with a plastic vinyl.
Not being very strong, the rear panels succumbed to too many youthful activities in

the back seat. Having owned the car since I was 18, I guess I am shouldered with at
least half of that responsibility!
Back to the job…. the material that I am using to create new panels is called MFOAM. It is a white PVC board used mainly in the advertising industry, I think. I
bought a 2mx2mx3mm sheet for about R110. It cuts easily and cleanly with an
oscillating saw or a Stanly Knife if one is only cutting Straight edges. Trimming is
also easy with a Stanley Surform. A little heat from a heat gun allows it to be
moulded to shape. The deformation temperature is quite low, so the material would
not be suitable for use in high temperature areas. It glues well with contact adhesive
and hot melt. Epoxy resin adheres well. The board is reasonably rigid.
Having now completed the backing, the next job is to cover the panels.
I believe this material is going to perform the task I have selected it for
notwithstanding some possible activity in the back seat by our future young
generation!
For those who might be faced with a similar task and have not come across this
material, you might find it useful.
Attached are some illustrative photos including one of a helper .

Tour Le Garage…
Bunny Mentz longed so much to drive his MG TD that he posted a picture of himself in the
car in his garage on Facebook with simulated Windstream and posed a competition for
people to share what they did during the lockdown. Thanks Bunny.

Heinz Koncki- started his own cooking show on Facebook and kept people looking forward
to more Austrian dishes.

Cyril Maree- started a nail biter on Facebook keeping us
in suspense as to whether his wine stock would last the
duration of the lockdown, especially with the 2-week
extension but at least the lockdown gave him the
opportunity to clear out the remains of the “good stuff”
that he had been keeping for an occasion.

Norman Frost, who has been under lock down due to ill health since Corona was
synonymous only with a Mexican beer, brought out his Triumph TR2 to fettle it. Norman
looks well and cheerful and we wish him a strong recovery.

Peter P- received a flyer in the mail saying that it was possible to have sex at 75; and since
he lives at #72, was seen going for an early walk most mornings.
Our valiant Chairman was recovering from the Knysna Motor Show hangover but said that
he had ensured that he had adequate supplies during the lockdown which his daughter and
grandson spent with him.

Dave Jones kept busy cleaning, tarting and re-painting the engine and engine bay of his
MGB GT. He says “Normally when I scrub and polish the car, the bonnet remains firmly in
place and I try to forget the mess underneath as long as the car runs well.
This is not something one should consider with the engine in place if you want to do a proper
job, but to remove it will be required more than I can lay hands on in my garage. Fortunately,
I had plenty of soap and then paint and brushes at hand and have been happily busy on a
job that is usefully very time consuming.”

Brian and Sue Dowding put modern technology to good use as they prepared their
grandchildren’s homework and tutored them over the Internet via Zoom because their
daughter in Stellenbosch was herself busy lecturing students over the Internet.
Brian read his youngest, 5 year old grandchild in New Zealand a story every day over the
Internet- how is that for using technology to stay in touch with the family?!

Brian found that this was not enough to keep him busy so he climbed in to his latest project,
a1947 Landover project- said to be one of only 2 in South Africa.

Gordon Waring, our newest country
member, who farms out in the Karoo had
such withdrawal symptoms stuck on the
farm working as usual that he took his
Triumph TR6 out to round up and feed
his Red Angus cattle.

Jon Lewis was reduced to weeding the
driveway as the TR3A had been washed
and waxed until almost rubbed through!
Please note regulation Covid PPE!

Brian Gibson purchased a stunning 1947 Triumph Roadster (which his wife calls “The
Toadster” ) from HOCASC just before the lockdown. Brian put his TR3A restoration project
on hold while he sorted out the brakes, oil leaks and other problems with what is otherwise a
classic in great condition. Triumph Roadsters have become very scarce in South Africa
mostly because they are highly desirable in the UK. The Roadster is an unusual car built
mainly with aluminium because steel was scarce after WW 2 and is reputed to be the last
automobile ever built with a dickey seat. We look forward to seeing this beauty on one of our
runs soon.

Dennis Cook- had more than 5 weeks to do it, but still could not sort get his Triumph Stag
running properly nor cure the constant overheating problem with his recently renovated
Morgan Plus 8.

MG Type M rebuild
By Tony Lyon-Lewis
I have been busy with a rebuild of a 1929 M type MG for some time.
The lockdown has got my attention somewhat focussed on what I can do to keep
myself sane ( or sort of sane!)
Fortunately I had stock of much of what was needed to continue with door
cards for the interior trim. The panels are quite intricate in profile, each one needing to be cut
to suit the area it is going to trim. The card then gets a layer of very thin foam - a closed-pore
material that has an adhesive backing. Once the card is shaped to fit exactly, allowing a
small gap all around, the foam is attached. This has to be done very carefully as it sticks like
crazy the moment it touches the card, or anything near by! The foam then gets a light
coating of spray-on contact adhesive and a then the vinyl covering is applied. This has a
decent overlap all the way around to allow for a final trim, leaving enough material to pull
down taught and fold around the card. Bostic contact glue is then applied to the back of the
card and to the vinyl overlap, allowed to dry for 10 minutes, and then pulled tight and stuck
down. Finally, cup washers and raised countersunk wood screws are used to hold the whole
assembly in place, with the necessary piping in place beforehand. All a very tricky and timeconsuming exercise.
My car came with the seats in all the boxes so I had to research what was done originally in
1929. Here the Internet provided incredible support with overseas members of the MG
fraternity providing valuable information. I used marine ply for the bases which will get foam
strips applied later, prior to the George upholsterer making the necessary leather covers.
Another small step completed in the very slow process of rebuilding the car. Image #1 shows
what came home as a project for rebuild. Image #2 shows it at this stage and the 3rd image
the interior work being carried out now.

Finally, a Virtual 2020 Knysna Motor show was created to keep the interest going until next
year’s show with many who would have participated sharing pics of their cars or bikes..
Pictures may be seen on the Facebook page at :
https://web.facebook.com/pg/knysnamotorshow/photos/

Mike Wilde checking if he has enough wine
to last him & Jane through the LD period!!!

Brian Madley practising his
lawn mowing skills, with
the furry inspector
ensuring it’s done to correct
specifications.

WANTED…..
Wanted for a Lucas 45D4 distributor (as eg fitted to late model MGBs) securing clips
for the distributor cap, or a complete distributor. Please phone Ray on 0829226106

FOR SALE…..
1997 Aston Martin DB7 Volante. Asking R575,000
The straight six cylinder supercharged engine sounds amazing and she drives like a dream.
This stunner sits in the garage for 28 days a month. A fair amount of paperwork goes with
the car including some service history as well as workshop and parts manuals. A great
investment for a collector; 96000 kms.. All paperwork in order. Tel. 072 5135374
or david_bolton@rocketmail.com

Our Website address is
www.grmc.co.za

Facebook page : https://web.facebook.com/gardenroutemc

CONTACTS
Peter
Pretorius

Chairman/Knysna
Motor Show Organiser

082 321 4724

peterp@afrihost.co.za

Peter Turner

Treasurer

082 586 4827

treasurer@grmc.co.za

Brian Gibson

Club Regalia

082 467 2145

gibbo@mweb.co.za

Sheridan
Renfield
Ann Griffiths

Dating Officer

044 343 2047

sedgecars@gmail.com

079 716 3132

membership@grmc.co.za

079 659 6317

Jon Lewis

Membership database
/SAVVA membership
Secretary/SAVVA
membership

Jill Morse

Administration

074 474 8368

lewisjon@mweb.co.za
petermorse101@hotmail.
co.uk

Sylvia Marshall

082 958 2498

sylvia.vintagerose@gmail.com

Dennis Cook

Newsletter
Events, Facebook,
Membership communication

060 700 0192

gardenroutemc@gmail.com

Dave Betton

Member

082 829 0860

betton@absamail.co.za

FOR ALL YOUR
REQUIREMENTS PLEASE CALL SYLVIA ON 082 958 2498
Also Available at Bodge Engineering, opposite Frost Motors
FREE DELIVERY KNYSNA/PLETT/GEORGE

Specialising in Vintage and Veteran Car Insurance together with Personal and Business
Insurances.
Insurance Brokers
CONTACT DETAILS:
Gareth Bain
Tel: 087 736 2222 Fax: (011) 699 0783

Email: Gareth.Bain@fnb.co.za
Branch Manager: Mrs N. Meier
An Authorised Financial Services Provider

