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Dennis Cook : 1958 Triumph TR3A
I have owned, and loved, this car for almost 50 years. It was assembled at Motor Assemblies, Durban
and left the line in October 1958, but was sold only in 1959. It originally had a hard top.
The TR3A has a 1998 cc 4 cylinder, wet liner, engine developing around 110bhp. My car has TR4A
pistons which enlarge the capacity to 2200 cc. I bought the car in 1972, nominally as a runner, for
R200, but it had been badly thrashed and the chassis was bent, while the spring turrets had been
ripped off and badly welded back. In those days TR’s were almost throwaway hacks and I purchased
a rusted wreck of a car with a good chassis and rebuilt the car. About 18 years of fun followed until it
became necessary to take the engine out. After standing for some years I commenced a rebuild
which became very protracted while I worked overseas. It finally returned to the road in 2008.
The two tone paint job is not original but was chosen to commemorate the first TR3 that I saw and
coveted when I was a lad- and the owner had chosen this very colour scheme.
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FOR YOUR INFO…..




Regular Breakfast Runs are held on the last Sunday of each month
Meeting places – KNYSNA – The Quays at the Waterfront at the end of Grey Street
SEDGEFIELD – Engen 1 Stop

Combined Events – 2021
All events are subject to Covid -19 Restrictions
July

11 Sun
18 Sun
26 Sun

CANCELLED
Tsitsikamma Memorial Run, lunch at Tsitsikamma Inn.
Lunch, Hoeka Toeka, Hoekwil
Breakfast Run, Plett

09h00

GRMC - ALL
MG - ALL
MG - ALL

August
5-8 Thu-Sun
15 Sun
22 Sun
29 Sun

Visit to Scribante Classic Merc Collection – lunch
@Dutton’s Cove, Herolds Bay
GRMC AGM - TBC
Lunch, La Rosa Blu Café, Outeniqua Pass
Breakfast Run, Zucchinis

GRMC - ALL

09h00

GRMC only
MG - ALL
MG - ALL

09h00

MG - ALL
MG - ALL

09h00

GRMC - ALL
MG - ALL
MG - ALL

September
19 Sun
26 Sun

Bring & Braai, De Vasselot, Nature’s Valley
Breakfast Run, Plett

October
13-16 Wed-Sat
17 Sun
31 Sun

Technical Tour EC
Bring & Braai, Keurbooms Nature Reserve, Plett
Breakfast Run, Zucchinis

November
7 Sun
14 Sun
14-20
26 Sat
28 Sun

Century Charity Run
Bring & Braai, Reitz Farm, Hoekwil
Cape Mog (Morgan)annual tour
Lunch at Reed Valley Wines, Herbertsdale
Breakfast Run, Plett

GRMC - ALL
MG - ALL

09h00

GRMC -All
MG - ALL

12h00
16h30

GRMC only
MG/GRMC

December
5 Sun
10 Fri

GRMC Christmas lunch
Gasoline Alley Braai

Note: Events labelled GRMC-All or MG-All are open to members of both clubs

Chairman’s Chirp – June 2021
We certainly are living through difficult times!!! . People talk about the “new
norm”, but it is also a moving target. Having now officially moved into the third
wave of Covid and an adjusted level 4 lockdown for the next two weeks and
possibly longer, it has placed a further damper on the activities of the GRMC.
As always we need to be vigilant and respond to the dynamics of the
continuing changing of the guidelines concerning gatherings. It is encouraging
to note that many GRMC members are being vaccinated and that the roll-out
has started to gain momentum. If you have not yet had the jab yet, I would
urge you to get it done. We are hoping that once you have had the second jab
that this will facilitate a gradual return to the events calendar. Until such time
we will remain cautious and the status quo regarding events will remain in
place.
To all of those who responded to the “GRMC member questionnaire “a big
thanks – greatly appreciated. If we exclude out of town members and relatively
new members a 40% return of questionnaires were received. We have
received some valuable input and this is now been consolidated for discussion
by the GRMC committee. Once this has been done we will be communicating
the results. As a lead-in to this, you will find a paragraph in the Torque dealing
with some feedback received. It deals specifically what members have
suggested for inclusion in the Torque and changes that will be implemented.
Please also support the request listed in the paragraph.

Currently the GRMC AGM is planned for August. However with the uncertainty
regarding Covid it will possibly be rescheduled to September. We would very
much like to have a face to face meeting this year to discuss several important
items planned for the Agenda. This would include a revised GRMC constitution,
GRMC chairman and committee members and continuation of the Knysna
motor show. Proposals will be submitted to members ahead of the AGM.
Just a further reminder that Peter Turner will be sending out GRMC subs
invoices during the first week of July. Due to the inactivity of the GRMC, as a
result of Covid, the subs have been reduced to R100 for the coming 2021/22
year. To avoid the ongoing follow-up for outstanding subs, please pay
promptly.
The protection of personal information act (POPIA)
The POPIA is South Africa’s data protection legislation and is effective as from
July1, 2021. It ensures that we deal with your personal information in a
responsible manner that does not infringe your rights to privacy by adhering to
a strict set of principles and conditions. This means that we will continue to
ensure we take the necessary measures to safeguard all your information that
we have collected. We are currently in discussion with SAVVA regarding the
process that motor clubs have to follow to comply with the act and will keep
you updated. However one of the changes is that the GRMC, as the
administrators, is required to obtain your consent that we hold the following
personal information on the clubs records.
First Name and surname, ID number, E-mail address, Home address, Mobile
and Home phone numbers.
We herewith also confirm that the GRMC will not make use of such personal
information, other than for internal use by the club, for whatsoever reason,
without obtaining your permission. Should you not consent to our holding
your records, please send an email to the Chairman.
Keep safe and look after yourselves.

Peter

HAPPY BIRTHDAY – July 2021
2nd Bob Allan
9th Dee Hollis
14th Tom Esterhuizen
15th Willie Rossouw
25th Tracy-Ann Graig
27th Peter Hollis

2nd Derek Milton
10th Dave Holt
14th Adele Saggerson
19th Peter Morse
25th Heather Holt
27th Heinz Koncki

4th Jenny Parfett
14th Pam Stuart
15th Tim Le Feuvre
21st Ken Goodenough
26th Geoff Bowers
31st Brian Dowding

Torque and members responses
The Committee is evaluating the members’ responses to Peter’s Questionnaire and will provide both
feedback and action plans following the many suggestions, in due course. Most of the members felt
that Torque adds value and enjoyment to their membership, although a few felt that Torque is “too
long”. We have taken notice and will act accordingly. We would like to mention that there were
quite a number of requests for :






Members personal motoring stories
Reports by members about their cars
More Jokes
Ads for cars for sale
Ads or info about suppliers and their products

Torque is compiled monthly through the efforts of a small team and ably compiled by Sylvia, our
newsletter Editor, but we receive very few personal contributions. We are asking each of you to
contribute something about your motoring past, motoring enjoyment and/or the cars that you are
restoring and or enjoying. Over the past year, a number of people have shared their stories, for
which we thank them, so you know what to do. Torque is your newsletter/magazine so please make
it even more so by contributing an article or even a motoring joke to gardenroutemc@gmail.com .
Similarly, if you wish to sell a car, memorabilia or spares, let us have the details, including a pic or
two.
By way of adding interest, each issue of Torque will feature a picture of a member’s car with a short
write up. If you would like to have your car(s) featured please send pics and short write up to our
Editor Sylvia at : sylvia.vintagerose@gmail.com

Chrome Powder coating
Well known MG Club member, Pat Clough, has alerted us to a local firm of powder coaters that has
just opened business in the Industrial site and which claims to be able to powder coat chromed
items with a finish as good as traditional electro-plating, and they offer a 5 year guarantee. The firm
offers a wide range of the normal colours using advanced techniques and newly developed and
advanced powders developed overseas. Their chrome finish they claim has proved a great hit with
wire wheels as well as for grills and trims. They offer a primer coat of zinc rich powder on steel parts
which effectively galvanises it and all parts are very effectively cleaned first to remove microscopic
impurities which are often the cause of failure or blemishes with conventional chrome plating.
Quoting from their brochure: “The Coating Company in Knysna is constantly researching
international trends for new and innovative ways to utilise the best available products. The majority

of our products are internationally sourced, offering our customers consistent quality with the very
latest technology in powder coating.”
For more information contact the owner, John Marc Symmonds on 072 668 0189 or else by email:
contact@thecoatingcompany.co.za. Alternatively you could visit his factory at Unit C1, Delmeer
Factories, c/o Noble & Progress Streets, Knysna Industrial.
Website : https://www.thecoatingcompany.co.za

TAKING AIM
By Graeme Hurst with photography by Oliver Hirtenfelder From
https://www.classiccarafrica.com/articles
(I thought this would be of interest to our readers, following on Trevor Holland’s article on the
Healey motorcycles and Edward Turner)
British marques were at the top of the sports car game in the 1950s with the likes of Austin-Healey,
MG and Triumph, but they had some competition that could’ve given them a run for their money if it
had only left the drawing board sooner.
It’s all too easy to get caught up in stereotypes while enjoying the classic car hobby... think of
Porsche and the image of Butzi’s iconic 911 shape probably springs to mind, along with the acoustics
of its howling flat-six. Ferrari?; anything red with a V12 up front or a V8 amidships, while the
mention of the word ‘Jaguar’ will no doubt have you picturing an E-Type or the bank robber
favourite, the 3.8-litre MkII. And Daimler? ; that’ll be the Coventry Cat’s softer, more luxurious range
of saloon cousins... only you’d be wrong. The prestigious British luxury brand once had a sports car in
its stable. What’s more, it boasted a home-grown V8. And it was rather good! If the name Daimler
conjures up images of leather and walnut finishes, you’ll be surprised to know the story involves
glassfibre and a motorcycle engine designer. Confused? Let me explain…

The 1950s was a difficult time for the British motor industry. With post-war rationing in full force, car
makers had adopted the government’s ‘export or die’ mantra big time in order to obtain steel. And
the economically thriving US – full of returning GIs rather smitten with British sports cars – was the
most important market. The MGA, Austin-Healey 100 and Jaguar XK120 were all penned with that in
mind, and history records that each of those ended up with five-figure production runs. Other makes
such as Daimler weren’t enjoying such buoyant balance sheets, however.
Once the epitome of luxury and a popular choice for coach-built limousines and royalty, it was
caught out by the emergence of the owner/driver customer (as opposed to chauffeured) and the
efficiencies of all-steel construction by the 1950s. The company had also been somewhat at odds
with its chairman, Sir Bernard Docker, who favoured extravagant and often flamboyant products
that sold with huge price tags but only rolled out of the factory in tiny numbers. Daimler’s attempt at
open-top motoring, the Conquest Drophead Coupé, was clumsy from a styling perspective and failed
to inspire. Its saloon variant did better but it was rather a staid, three-box affair and hardly export
calibre. Production never got out of four figures and, as a result, the company’s balance sheet was
starting to look seriously red by the middle of the decade.
A change in leadership, when Jack Sangster ousted Docker in 1956, was the brand’s saving grace.
(Actually a stay of execution, as it would turn out, but more on that later.) Sangster had joined the
BSA group – Daimler’s parent company – after selling his Ariel and Triumph motorcycle companies to
them. Less than two years on (in May ’58) he convinced his board to go for a sports car that would
allow Daimler to get a slice of the hugely profitable action across the pond. His brief was simple: it
had to appeal to American tastes, be reliable, easy to service and a joy to drive. Most importantly, it
was to be powered by an all-new V8 engine. And it’s the latter where the story really begins.
Sangster astutely hired a gifted motorcycle engine designer by the name of Edward Turner. The duo
had worked together for years under Sangster’s Ariel and Triumph hats and Turner was responsible
for landmark two-wheel engine prodigies such as the Ariel Square Four and the Triumph Speed Twin
engines. Conditioned to extracting power from small capacity engines by optimising combustion,
and a stickler for ‘less is more’ from a weight perspective, Turner limited the requested V8’s capacity
to 2.5-litres and used conventional pushrod overhead valve gear but added alloy heads (the block
was cast-iron) with hemispherical combustion chambers. Quite unusual when V8s – typically from
Detroit’s big three – were running at twice that capacity.
Despite the diminutive cylinders, his unit pumped out an impressive 140bhp. Proof that Turner was
mindful of what was needed (and not totally fixated by small engines) was his 4.5-litre version
created for the company’s rather hefty Majestic Major saloon. That was good for 220bhp but it was
the smaller, much lighter unit that Daimler was keen to market in sports car-guise. So, in tandem,
Daimler got to work creating a body, although its shape was influenced by the hand of
manufacturing economics: with tooling for steel deemed too costly for the company’s finances, the
board opted for the newfound technology of fibreglass. That made styling easier, sped up
development time and simplified production. It was also arguably a chance for something
spectacular, yet Daimler ended up creating one of automotive history’s design curiosities.

With America rapidly becoming addicted to sharp wing lines and oodles of chrome on its cars,
Sangster’s team felt compelled to meet their tastes by adding a set of fins at the rear and plenty of
chrome up front on an otherwise conservative body characterised by two headlamp pods. The
rather awkward result looked more like a car designed by a committee than the pen of a single
designer. Under the fibreglass shape was a conventional ladder chassis (a copy of the Triumph TR
design) with disc brakes all round – fairly novel for a late 1950s car – while the four-speed gearbox
had an overdrive unit.
Named the Dart, it was launched at the New York show in April 1959. The reception was less than
ideal. Chrysler’s Dodge, for one thing, quickly threatened legal action over the use of the name,
which they had the rights to, and the public wasn’t all that enthused over the car’s looks. After the
show, Daimler came up with the more prosaic SP250 moniker, but it never adorned the car which
only ever wore the Daimler badge. In reality the model has always been known affectionately as the
Dart, after the press latched onto the name change. And they were actually quite effusive about the
Dart’s performance. With just 1 008kg to lug around (thanks to the fibreglass), Turner’s prodigy
could propel it to 60mph in a fraction under nine seconds and top out at a heady 123mph. This at a
time when a Big Healey could only just do the top (100mph) and an MGA couldn’t get out of two
figures.
The figures weren’t lost on the police either, with London’s Metropolitan unit placing an order for 26
Darts in 1961 in a bid to catch London’s ‘café racers’, who were infamous for attempting to complete
a section of the city’s North Circular before their favourite jukebox track finished. These cars were
specced with the optional automatic transmission as the mileage and nature of patrol journeys was
deemed too taxing on a clutch unit. Interestingly, the Dart set the tone for fast patrol cars: the Met
would later order a fleet of Sunbeam Tigers, which gave way to Rover 3500s by the end of the 1960s
– all three fine choices for pursuing Ronnie Biggs and Bruce Reynolds-style bank robbers!
It was the Dart’s role as a patrol car that later helped improve the product after the Met complained
about doors flying open in high-speed cornering – the chassis being notably wobbly at the best of
times. That led to some stiffening with an under-dashboard hoop to give the scuttle more rigidity
(known as B-spec cars). But that was after the wheel of fortune had turned. Barely a year after the
Dart’s launch, the company was sold to Jaguar.

The purchase was an astute one by Jaguar boss William Lyons, who was actually really after the
increased production space. But that didn’t mean wielding the axe – Dart production carried on for a
while and Jaguar even added luxury offerings such as a heater and cigarette lighter as standard (Cspec cars). But Lyons was weary of trying to turn a fibreglass product into a mass production exercise
– one that needed a lot of serious R & D to avoid it damaging Jaguar’s reputation. More importantly,
he wasn’t keen on going to all that effort only to compromise the E-Type’s market share, so
Daimler’s sports car had to get the chop. But that didn’t stop him from hatching a plan for its gem of
an engine. Turner’s unit was used to keep the Daimler name alive by transplanting it into the popular
MkII body shell to create the V8-250. It was a move that would lead to three decades of brand
engineering. The 2.5-litre V8 stayed in production to power the V8-250 until 1969, but the last
Daimler Dart rolled out of the factory in 1964 after a mere 2 654 had been made. By regular
1950s/’60s standards that makes it a rare thing (Lyons made over 70 000 E-Types, ditto Donald
Healey and his Big Healeys).

Get up close to one now and you’ll probably be warmed by its guppy looks and unique styling. It’s
fairly detailed too, with the Majestic’s parking lights mounted above the light pods, the Daimler
emblem embossed on the taillight surrounds and of course the marque’s trademark ‘crinkle’ finish
to the grille surround. Inside there’s a padded leather dashboard and centre aluminium instrument
panel to add to the period English feel, along with wind-up windows. It’s comfortable, if a little
cramped, without being too luxurious, but then a Dart isn’t coveted for its looks or finishes: it’s all
about that engine. And it doesn’t disappoint. With a rev limit of 6000rpm (comfortably 1000rpm up
on most Yank small blocks) and less inertia for its mechanical innards to overcome – thanks to its
small capacity – the response to a prod from your right foot is instant and the engine feels like it’ll
spin to eternity. And the gloriously creamy V8 sound you are rewarded with from the exhaust makes
hitting the redline almost addictive. But it’s not just about noise: a Dart is impressively quick off the
mark even by modern standards, while the gear change is nice and rifle-bolt sharp. Only you won’t
get to use it as much you might think, as the 2.5-litre unit has a wide torque band – another excuse
to revel in that fine aural accompaniment. Driving one over five decades after launch is a chance to
reflect how the Dart really is one ʼ50s sports car that punched above its weight. It’s just a shame that
it never got to run with the rest of the pack. Perhaps if Daimler’s board hadn’t entered the great
‘British sports car export club’ so late, the model might have had a chance to be the first in a line of
sports cars. Instead it ended up as the last of a line of true Daimler-designed-and-built cars from a

once-celebrated marque – one that now sadly only resides as a nameplate in Jaguar’s company
vault.

Studio 34- Petrolhead Heaven
By Chris Pollitt in Car and classic UK
Generally speaking, car collections tend to err on the dull side. Stay with me here, because there is a
point to this. And that point is that car collectors tend to follow themes, or have a penchant for one
particular marque. For me, and for many of you, a car collection is only truly interesting when it
contains the weird, the wonderful and the eclectic. It’s on that basis then, that I’m pleased to tell
you that’s exactly what Studio 434 is. And it is nothing short of dizzying. I did my best to capture as
much of the metal as I could, but honestly, there was so much there it was somewhat
overwhelming. This is, for me at least, the ultimate collection of classic cars.

But how did it all come to be? Who is behind this collection of cars that numbers into the 400s? It
has to be a consortium of sorts, right? No one man could amass so much metal, surely? Well,
actually, one man has. That man is Rodger Dudding, and he’s every bit the charming, engaging and
delightfully eccentric chap you’d hope him to be. This is not a collection that could have been
amassed by someone beige and straight-laced. No, this is a collection that could only be born out of
someone with a giddy and enthusiastic outlook on life. On arrival at the relatively anonymouslooking Studio 434 building, I’m ushered into an office in which I’m visually slapped by a wealth of
motoring memorabilia. Models, a V8 block on the floor, countless posters, trophies, badges and
more. It’s the ultimate in man-cavery, except this is more than a cave, it’s a two-storey industrial
building.

The office was also playing host to Rodger himself. He’s an interesting, and somewhat captivating
man. You can’t help but be drawn to his warmth. Put it this way, I was excited to be there to see this
collection, but Rodger was just as excited to have me there. He lives for this collection of cars. He’s
proud of it, and he brims with enthusiasm for every wheeled machine under his roof. The collection
is obviously worth a considerable amount of money, but honestly, it could be worth eight quid and
Rodger would still be passionate about it. His excitement is contagious, and I can’t help but sit there
and hang on to his every word as he explains how it came to be.
Rodger started his career in the Royal Navy, though he left after suffering a not inconsiderable back
injury. From there, he went to Rothmans Cigarette Group and worked in marketing, before going
onto American Machine and Foundry where he progressed from sales to vice president in just three
years. However, it was 1970 when things took an exciting turn. You know those ticket machines you
get in the shops; pull a ticket out, that’s your number in the queue? Yeah, that’s Rodger. This made
him quite wealthy.

And then there was the development that perhaps defines his working life. You see, Rodger is known
as ‘Mr. Lock Up’. An odd nickname, until you learn he owns some 14,000 lock-ups across Greater
London. He started buying a few back when we only had three channels on the TV. Then he’d
enquire on others and buy them when possible. This has turned into a colossal business, aided in no
small part by society’s recent obsession with storing stuff rather than chucking it. It’s this that has
afforded Rodger – for the best part – his collection of cars. Rodger’s collection is fueled (heavyhanded pun intended) from his early days. Rodger’s father owned a Morris Minor, a car he bought
from new and a car that Rodger was charged with caring for while his father was away (he too was in
the forces). The Minor was genesis. It was kept in the family after his father’s death and now,
somewhat fittingly, it is pride of place within the collection. Rodger laughed heartily as he explained

that in its whole life, that Minor has only ever seen rain three times at the maximum! He also told
me that, if God forbid the building were to be in peril, the Minor is the one car he’d exert every
effort to save, so dear is it.
Over the years the collection grew and grew, with Rodger buying cars not for savvy investment
reasons (though that is a benefit in some cases), but because, quite simply, he liked them. That’s
why you’ll find a Ford Orion next to a Ford Capri, it’s why you’ll find a Citroen DS drophead in the
same room as a Ferrari F355. It’s why there is a Bamby microcar sat around the corner from a Rover
P4. It’s all wonderfully eclectic as you can see from the pictures. And when it comes to the pictures,
don’t just look at what’s in the foreground, look at what’s behind, too. There is plenty for your eyes
to drink in. Of course, there are some highlights in the collection. There is the right-hand drive
DeLorean, for example, that featured on Channel 4’s For the Love of Cars’ and broke records when it
sold. Then there’s the Audi convertible that used to belong to Princess Diana. Or, how about a Lotus
‘buck’ that was used for styling exercises and is in reality nothing more than a big Hot Wheels car?
And of course, there’s the ‘White Rabbit’, which is an exceptionally rare Austin 7-based race car,
bought for no other reason than because Rodger liked it. He actually knew little of the car’s
provenance.
Then there’s the other stuff, which is more prolific in the main building. The dealership signs, the
model cars, the bikes, the posters, the clothing, the motorcycles, the bumper cars, the… it’s endless.
There is even a vintage recorder in there that was used to create masters of Rolling Stones songs. It’s
so bizarre, but so good, too. The most, dare I say, bizarre part of the collection would be the Aston
Martin Lagondas, the big wedge from the ‘70s and ‘80s. Rodger has twenty-four. He freely admits
that it simply has to be the largest private collection of this weird and wonderful car, and I can’t
think of a reason not to believe him. And I must say, standing in a room with them is quite the
experience.
The collection is so big now, well over 450 cars, that it needs to be housed in two buildings. And this
begs an important question: how can one man possibly drive all of these cars? Well, simply, he
doesn’t. He instead employs a small, dedicated team who look after the cars and see to it that each
one is driven at least once a month, as Rodger is all too aware that cars left sitting are cars that
break down. These cars also earn their keep. Many of them have been used in film and television
projects. Bohemian Rhapsody, Rocketman, Kingsman, Luther and more have all featured cars from
Rodger’s collection. He’s proud of his cars, but he’s not overly precious about them, at least not in
the same way some other collectors are. Rodger likes to see his cars being used, he wants them to
live a life outside of the walls of his two buildings, and that’s admirable.
Then there is the business of Studio 434. This isn’t all kept secret, far from it. Rodger and his team
are keen to accommodate. Need to store cars? There is that facility here (and those cars in
themselves are quite the collection, but alas, not for showing off here). Do you need to hold an
event? Studio 434 can do that, and with great success. McLaren amongst others have launched cars
here, there have been gala dinners here, it’s a full function facility. But then, that’s simply testament
to Rodger’s ability to generate business. He’s making the collection and the facility that houses it pay
its way, which is very clever indeed.
See many more pics on the website : https://www.carandclassic.co.uk/magazine/studio-434petrolhead-heaven/
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Sylvia’s Flowers –
081 824 7353

We cater to weddings,
Birthdays, funerals….
If it’s flowers you need,
we deliver!

PLEASE CALL SYLVIA ON 082 958 2498
Also Available at Bodge Engineering
FREE DELIVERY KNYSNA/PLETT/GEORGE

